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What a year this has been! It is hard to believe that there
is only one more newsletter until 2024! The Feast of
Tabernacles went well with many inspirational words
shared. You can find all of the messages on our YouTube
channel, BibleExplorations.com/YT. What will 2024 hold
for us.

We need to continue studying our Bible and praying to our
Father and His Son to strengthen us, give us wisdom, and
show us Their will.

Searching through some of Mrs. White’s sermons, I came
across this sermon she did and wanted to share it. It was
given June 27, 1886, in Orebro, Sweden. While that was a
long time ago, I believe these words are for us living
today.

PREPARATION FOR THE JUDGMENT
Ellen G. White

Revelation 20:11-15. Here is presented before us the great
and solemn day when the judgment is to set and the books
be opened, and the dead are to be judged according to the
things that are written in the books. I have questioned in
my mind, as I have seen the people in our cities hurrying

to and fro with business, whether they ever thought of the
day of God that is just upon us. Every one of us should be
living with reference to that great day which is soon to
come upon us.

The inhabitants of the old world had the message of
warning sent to them 120 years, but it did not suit their
inclination to heed that warning, therefore they turned
away from the message of truth which God sent to them.
It was for their interest to heed that message and find a
refuge from the coming storm of God's wrath.

Do we consider from day to day that a record is going up
to heaven of all our actions here? If we would take heed to
our ways, and if we would have the fear of God before us,
our lives would be far better than they are today. We are
here as probationers, on trial. God is testing us; God is
proving us to see what characters we shall build up.
Angels of God in heaven are sent to our earth to weigh
moral worth. And our heavenly Father has sent us the
message of warning that we shall get ready for that day of
final reckoning. He has bid us to watch and pray lest we
enter into temptation that surrounds us. He has bid us to
“search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal
life: and they are they which testify of me” [John 5:39].

It is our privilege to understand the great responsibilities
that God has placed upon us, so that we shall not be in
darkness as to what is coming upon our world. We cannot
afford to meet that day without a preparation. But when
we think of this great and solemn event of Christ's coming
in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory, we
should live in great humiliation before God lest we fail of
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the grace of God and prove ourselves unworthy of eternal
life. When we see that the world is given up to the seeking
of pleasure and the indulgence of appetite, we should weep
between the porch and the altar, crying “Spare thy people,
O Lord, and give not thine heritage to reproach” [

].

We see that the world at large have no thoughts of this
great day, and many of them do not care to hear anything
about it. But we must meet the record of our lives. We
must remember that there is a witness to all our works. An
eye like a flame of fire beholds us in all our actions of life.
Our very thoughts and the intents and purposes of our
hearts are laid bare to God's inspection. As the features are
produced upon the polished plate of the artist, so are our
characters upon the books of record in heaven.

We ask you, “How stands your character in the sight of
God today? Are you preparing your souls for the grand
review, that you may have the white robe of character in
that day?” You cannot afford to indulge in sin and iniquity;
you cannot afford to be found a transgressor of God's great
moral rule of righteousness. If God had no law as a moral
standard, whereby every case must be judged, there could
be no judgment, and the cases of men and women could
not be tried. If we have not been found in harmony with
God's requirements in this life, we will not be in harmony
with His requirements in the future life.

What excuses have we today that we are not in harmony
with the laws of God's government? And what excuse can
we render in the day of God for the
disobedience of His requirements? Will
you say “The whole world was in
disobedience to the law of God, and I
thought 1 would not be singular’? In
that day, this excuse will not be
accepted. You may present excuses now, but you will not
venture to present them before the judge of all the earth,
for just as soon as the books are opened and the characters
that are written there are brought out, every mouth will be
stopped, for the guilt of all stands as plainly revealed to
themselves as to God. Everyone then will see just where
he departed from the right way. Everyone will then discern
the influence he had upon his fellow-men by his own
departure from God's righteousness, to turn them away
from the ways of truth and right. Everyone then will
understand just what he did to dishonor the God of heaven
by breaking His law.

Everyone who comes forth from the dead when Christ
comes in the clouds of heaven, and those who are living,
will stand before the judgment seat of Christ. The deeds
and acts which we have thought to have been done in

secret where no eye could see, are made known. There was
an eye that saw and registered the deeds done by man.

When Belshazzar had his great sacrificial feast, there was
a witness present which he did not discern. They were
drinking their wine and having their luxurious feast, and
praising the gods of silver and gold, extolling their own
wisdom, but right over against the wall facing the king a
bloodless hand traced the terrible characters testifying of
his true condition. The message came, “Thou art weighed
in the balances and art found wanting.” Now the Lord is
weighing characters in the sanctuary, and the deeds of
those who are careless and indifferent, rushing on in the
paths of sin and iniquity, are being registered in the books
of heaven.

The God of heaven has given us reasoning powers and
intellect, and He wants us to use them. He has given us
this body which He wishes us to preserve in perfect health
so that we can give Him perfect service. The Lord God is
an ever-present witness to the deeds of wickedness done
among the children of men upon this earth. How does He
look upon men and women for whom He has paid an
infinite price but who yet refuse to obey His laws? They
refuse to be saved in His appointed way, which is entire
obedience to His commandments.

Here are youth right here in our midst in this large city,
but do these youth appreciate the powers that God has
given them, that they should return Him service for all that
He has done for them? The future of society is indexed by
the youth of today. Some of the youth are making their aim
high, as did Joseph. They have aimed to keep themselves
unspotted from the world. The Lord God of heaven is
looking upon the children of men with intense interest, and
what are we doing? Are we keeping, as did Abraham, the
ways of the Lord? Are we teaching our children to love
and obey God? We want to be in such a position that we
can educate these young men brought within the reach of
our influence, and leave them a good example. We should
be in such a position here that the notes of counsel and
warning will be given them as from God, and that what
God has given them through His messengers, may come
back to Him in souls saved.

But suppose these youth frequent the saloon, and take their
drink of beer and wine and strong drink? Nadab and Abihu
were in holy office and they drank wine and strong drink.
The influence upon them beclouded their perceptive
powers so that they could not discern sacred things. Those
who are forming habits of intemperance are beclouding
their reasoning powers so that they cannot discern between
truth and error. It is the great work of Satan for this time
to tempt the appetite so that error shall be placed on a level
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with truth. We want all the sharp powers of our intellect to
be engaged in the work of conflict against the deception
of Satan, and we must keep the spiritual and moral powers
unperverted, so we will know what is truth. God asks for
all the entrusted capabilities and talents He has lent us.
Will you give them to Him?

Our sisters cannot afford to use their God-given time on
unimportant things which will give them no spiritual
strength, but will, if they continue, separate them from
God. It is a solemn thing to die, but it is a far more solemn
thing to live. Here is a world that is lying in wickedness
around us, and what are we, as men and women who claim
to be sons and daughters of God, doing to save the souls
of those around us? God requires that we shall give back
to Him in willing service all the powers that He has given
to us. Let us look forward to the day of final reckoning.
How will our case stand in that day. Will it make us
unhappy then that we have served God and kept His
commandments? God has given us rules to regulate our
lives so that we shall have His care and protection in this
life.

The lawyer came to Christ and asked Him, “What shall I
do to inherit eternal life?” [ ]. This was a
positive question, and was just as decidedly answered.
“What is written in the law? How readest Thou? And he
answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, with all
thy heart and with all thy soul and with all thy strength,
and with all thy mind, and thy neighbor as thyself. And He
said unto him, Thou hast answered right; this do, and thou
shalt live” [ ]. This means to keep the first
four commandments, which show the duty of man to his
God, and the last six which show the duty of man to his
fellowmen.

Here is the work that is before us. The soul anxiously
inquiring, “What shall I do to be saved?” is answered. The
way is laid open. It is to love God above all things, and our
neighbor as ourself. We ask you, Are you doing this? Are
we who profess to be followers of Jesus Christ, imitating
His life? Are we following His example? If we are, we are
in such a position that we can have a living connection
with heaven. We are channels of light to the world.

Christ said to His disciples, “Ye are the light of the
world.... Let your light so shine before men, that they may
see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in
heaven” [ ]. It may seem to you that you
have shown great self-denial and self-sacrifice in obeying
God's law. Does He require more self-denial on your part
than He has shown for you, that you should not perish but
have eternal life? He has led the way, will you follow? He
says, “I have kept my Father's commandments” [

]. Will you keep the commandments of God? He left

the royal throne in heaven, and changed the crown of glory
for one of thorns. He placed His feet in the blood-stained
path which led the way to Calvary. He has told us that
those who will be partakers with Him in His sufferings,
will be made partakers with Him in His glory also.

We may never have to suffer as He did; but we should ever
keep before us the Author of our salvation, and never exalt
self, never be lifted up in pride or self-sufficiency.

He was despised and rejected of men. Those He came to
save could not see in Him anything that they should desire
in Him. Should He come into our world today without
earthly honor or princely power, who would receive Him
as the king of glory, the majesty of heaven? How many
proud church members would be so ashamed of Jesus and
the reproach that would be likely to be attached to them
should they accept Him, that they would refuse to follow
Him? Oh what love, what matchless love, has been
displayed by the Son of man! And all this the Son of God
endured that He might bring many sons and daughters to
glory. Who is willing today to be on the Lord's side?

We cannot wait until the judgment before we consent to
deny self and to lift the cross. We cannot then form
characters for heaven. It is here in this life that we must
take sides with the humble, self-denying Redeemer. It is
here that we must overcome envy, strife, selfishness, love
of money, and love of the world. It is here that we must
enter the school of Christ, and learn of the Master the
precious lessons of meekness and lowliness of mind. And
here it must be our aim and earnest effort to be loyal and
Obed; true to the God of heaven by obeying all
pre G% dlinff of His commandments and thus be fitting
Expression up for the mansions that Christ has gone
of our Love to prepare for all who love God. Christ
for God. says, “Let not your heart be troubled; ye
believe in God, believe also in me: In my
Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you... that
where [ am, there ye may be also” [ ]. Now the
mansions are being fitted up in heaven. Are we being fitted
with pure elevated holy characters for those mansions?

All heaven is interested in our salvation. God's angels are
in this very congregation. Could your eyes be opened, you
would see not only good angels who are trying to impress
hearts, but you would see also evil angels who are seeking
to make of none effect the message of truth God has in
mercy sent.

While we are in this world we are not safe unless our
petitions are continually ascending to the God of heaven
that He will keep us unspotted from the corruptions of the
world. Our Saviour has told us what would be in these last
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days. Iniquity will abound, but the souls that are open to
the influence of the Spirit of God will receive strength to
withstand the corruptions of this degenerate age.

Enoch walked with God three hundred years previous to
his translation to heaven, and the state of the world was
not then more favorable for the perfection of Christian
character than it is today. And how did Enoch walk with
God? He educated his mind and heart to ever feel that he
was in the presence of God, and when in perplexity his
prayers would ascend to God to keep him. He refused to
take any course that would offend His God. He kept the
Lord continually before Him. He would pray, “Teach me
Thy way, that I may not err. What is Thy pleasure
concerning me? What shall I do to honor Thee, my God?”
Thus he was constantly shaping his way and course in
accordance with God's commandments, and he had perfect
confidence and trust in his heavenly Father, that He would
help him. He had no thought or will of his own; it was all
submerged in the will of his Father.

Now, Enoch was a representative of those who will be
upon the earth when Christ shall come, who will be
translated to heaven without seeing death. But be sure that
if your hearts are inclined not to do God's will, not to keep
the way of the Lord but to follow your own way, then you
are not in harmony with the God of heaven. We want to
pray with David, “Open Thou mine eyes, that [ may
behold wondrous things out of Thy law” [ ]
Many close their eyes lest they shall see the truth. They do
not want to see the defects in their life and character, and
they are disturbed if you mention anything about God's
law. In this they show that they have a human standard of
their own; that their will is not the will of God. We want
that you should not be deceived by Satan, the first great
adversary of God's law. We want to bear in mind that
God's law is the only standard by which He will judge
man.

If we are to enter heaven at last, we must bring all of
heaven into this life that we can. The religion of Christ
never degrades the receivers; it never brings them down
upon a low level. Truth is ever |
elevating in its influence, lifting them
up on the high platform of truth. The
religion of Jesus Christ has a refining
influence upon men and women.
When the truth of God finds access to the heart, it
commences its refining process upon the character. Men
who are coarse and rough become humble, teachable,
learning, ever learning, in the school of Christ. The mighty
cleaver of truth has taken them out of the world. Then
there is the work to be done for them to fit them for God's
temple. They are hewed and squared and chiseled and
fitted for the mansions in heaven. Those who are naturally

full of self-esteem become meek and lowly; they have a
change in character. In the beginning, God said, “Let us
make man in our image, after our likeness.” But sin has
almost obliterated the moral image of God in man. Jesus
came down to our world that He might give man a living
example, that he might know how to live and how to keep
the way of the Lord. He was the image of the Father. His
beautiful and spotless character is before man as an
example for him to imitate. We must study the copy and
follow Jesus Christ, then we shall bring His loveliness and
beauty into our character. In doing this we are standing
before God through faith, winning back by conflict with
the powers of darkness the power of self-control, the love
of God that Adam lost. We are through Jesus Christ living
and keeping the laws of God.

When the judgment shall set, and the books be opened,
and everyone be judged according to the deeds done in
the body, those who have imitated Christ in obedience to
God's commandments, will be blessed. “And another book
was opened, which is the Book of Life: and the dead were
judged according to their works” [see ].

John also saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, with its
twelve gates and twelve foundations, coming down from
God out of heaven. He was shown that city and saw the
streets of transparent gold clear as crystal. Every one that
goes into that city is changed and sanctified in character
here in this life. The nations that have kept the truth enter
in to the city of God, and a voice is heard, clear and
distinct, “Blessed are they that do His commandments,
that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter
in through the gates into the city” [ 1.

There the crown of immortal glory is placed upon the head
of the overcomer. Then how earnest should be our work
here that we may win souls to Jesus Christ. We cannot
afford to devote our God-given powers to our own
pleasure, for one moment. We must devote our lives to our
Master. You must expect to carry on this battle with self-
denial and self-sacrifice. The Word of God says through
His apostles, “Ye are laborers together with God” [see

1.

Our work may seem at times to be very discouraging, but
if one soul is turned from the error of his way to
righteousness, there is joy in heaven. The Father and the
Son rejoice in the presence of the angels. The song of
triumph and victory is sung and echoed and re-echoed
through the courts of heaven. Then why should we not be
wise in this life, and work for the glory of God? “They that
be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and
they that turn many to righteousness as the stars forever
and ever” [ ]. We want that our lives here shall
be refined, ennobled, elevated, like Jesus Christ's. When
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Christ is formed in you the hope of glory, you will begin
to lay aside your favorite sins. You will fear to offend God,
and you will love His law.

I see before me today the purchase of the blood of Christ.
There is value in every soul. Said the Lord through His
prophet, “I will make a man more precious than fine gold;
even a man than the golden wedge of Ophir” [

1.

It is the truth of God received in the heart and practiced in
the life that makes man thus precious in the sight of God.
As John sees this precious company refined and purified
around the throne of God, the angel inquires, “What are
these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came
they?” And John answers, “Sir, thou knowest.” And the
angel answers, “These are they which came out of great
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before
the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in his
temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among
them” [ ]-

Now is the opportunity for us through repentance toward
God, to wash our robes of character and make them white
in the blood of the Lamb that we may stand in white
raiment before the throne of God. We are to wash our
robes of character, and have our names registered in the
Lamb's Book of Life; and He says, “They shall hunger no
more, neither thirst anymore; neither shall the sun light
on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst
of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto
living fountains of waters; and God shall wipe away all
tears from their eyes” [ ].

We want you to live for the future immortal life, and we
want you to decide, “As for me and my house, we will
serve the Lord.” Now is the time for you to give yourselves
without reserve to Jesus. Be determined that you will have
Christ at the loss of everything else. The very obstacles
and difficulties you meet here are to strengthen your faith
by overcoming these obstacles, and every victory gained
is registered in the books of heaven. Every good deed you
do, leading souls to walk in the way of God's
commandments, is also registered in the books of heaven.

Let not the enemy deceive you. He
has filled the world with his
heresies. You want to plant your feet
upon the Word of God; then you
will be all ready to come under His
rules and commandments in the kingdom of bliss. If you
ever sing the song of triumph and redemption in the
kingdom of God, you must first learn that song here. Is
Jesus abiding in your heart? If he is, you will talk about

Him. You will reveal Him in life and character. You will
talk of His power and make melody to God in your heart.
The sweet spirit of meekness will be cherished; self will
be crucified. Purity and holiness will be developed in the
character.

I speak because I know what I am talking about. For more
than forty years I have stood in the desk proclaiming
salvation to sinners, and my heart has yearned over them.
God has opened before me the glory of heaven, and I have
obtained a sight of the majesty and glory of my Redeemer.
I have obtained a sight of the angels in glory. I was very
young when the physicians said, “You must die, you
cannot live more than three months.” It was then that God
gave me a sight of His glory, and said, “Go proclaim the
message | give you, to the people.” I started out in my
weakness. I could hardly stand. I had not spoken aloud for
weeks, but when I stood before the people, God's power
came upon me. Voice was given me and I talked from two
to three hours with clearness. But when I had finished, my
voice again was gone. | traveled for three months in this
way and then the pain of the lungs ceased, and ever since
I have been doing the work which the Master has given
me to do. I have traveled and labored and God has given
me strength to continue unto this day.

I want to say to whomsoever the glory of God has been
revealed, “You will never have the least inclination to say,
‘Iam holy, I am sanctified.”” After my first vision of glory,
I could not discern the brightest light. It was thought that
my eyesight was gone, but when I again became
accustomed to the things of this world I could see again.
This is why I tell you never to boast, saying, “I am holy, I
am sanctified,” for it is the surest evidence that you know
not the Scriptures or the power of God. Let God write it in
His books if He will, but you should never utter it.

I have never dared to say, “I am holy, I am sinless,” but
whatever I have thought was the will of God, I have tried
to do it with all my heart, and I have the sweet peace of
God in my soul. I can commit the keeping of my soul to
God as unto a faithful Creator, and know that He will keep
that which is committed to His trust. It is my meat and
drink to do my Master's will.

And now I present before you the cross of Calvary. If you
will come to that cross in penitence, in faith, in obedience
to God's commandments, you will come in the only
appointed way. If you lose heaven, you lose everything. If
I can only see the King in His beauty, it is all I desire. Let
me listen to the sweet music of His voice, saying “Come,
ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world” [ ].
Who of you in this congregation shall we meet there? We
want to see you crowned in the city of God. We want to
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see when the judgment shall sit and the books be opened,
that you can stand with the glory of God shining in your
countenance. If we can only have that life in the city of
God we shall be eternally blessed.

I warn you, do not place your influence against God's
commandments. That law is just as Jehovah wrote it in the
temple of heaven. Man may trample upon its copy here
below; but the original is kept in the ark of God in heaven,;
and on the cover of this ark, right above that law, is the
mercy seat. Jesus stands right there before that ark to
mediate for man. We want you to keep God's
commandments and live. Seek for immortality, and the
crown of life, and then you will have heaven at last.
EG White, Sermons and Talks 6/27/1886

Recently, Kimber Hoffman gave us an excellent sermon
called “Just Forgiveness” on Sabbath, October 21. The
following quote from Mrs. White applies perfectly.

“But as many as received him, to them gave he power to
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his
name. John 1:12

Divine sonship is not something that we gain of ourselves.
Only to those who receive Christ as their Saviour is given
the power to become sons and daughters of God. The
sinner cannot, by any power of his own, rid himself of sin.
For the accomplishment of this result, he must look to a
higher Power. John exclaimed, "Behold the Lamb of God,
which taketh away the sin of the world." Christ alone has
power to cleanse the heart. He who is seeking for
forgiveness and acceptance can say only,--"Nothing in my
hand I bring; Simply to Thy cross I cling." But the promise
of sonship is made to all who "believe on his name."
Everyone who comes to Jesus in faith will receive pardon.

The religion of Christ transforms the heart. It makes the
worldly-minded man heavenly-minded. Under its
influence the selfish man becomes unselfish because this
is the character of Christ. The dishonest, scheming man
becomes upright, so that it is second nature to him to do to
others as he would have others do to him. The profligate
is changed from impurity to purity. He forms correct
habits; for the gospel of Christ has become to him a savor
of life unto life. God was to be manifest in Christ,
"reconciling the world unto himself." Man had become so
degraded by sin that it was impossible for him, in himself,
to come into harmony with Him whose nature is purity and
goodness. But Christ, after having redeemed man from the
condemnation of the law, could impart divine power, to
unite with human effort. Thus by repentance toward God
and faith in Christ, the fallen children of Adam might once
more become "sons of God." When a soul receives Christ,
he receives power to live the life of Christ.”

Sabbath we also had another great talk by Abel Camacho
on Revelation 21, “Bride of Christ”. He really makes you
think. You can find these and many other great
presentations on our Bible Explorations YouTube
channel. (BibleExplorations.com/YT) This is a great (and
easy) way to share His truth with friends, family, etc. You
can copy the links and share them. This way you don’t
push or preach, just pray that God will open their eyes and
ears when they see the link. We plant the seeds and let
God do the harvesting! We are at a time in this earth’s
history where we need to really give His message to the
world! With the internet, this is easy to share across the
globe! Elder VanDenburgh’s whole New Discovery
series is there, and also his evangelism series. All the talks
from the camp meetings and each Sabbath. Go watch and
re-watch, study and learn and share! He is coming, we
need to be strong and able to encourage others and answer
questions and help them learn!

“For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God
in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.” 1
Cor. 6:20 KJV

“The world's Redeemer was treated as we deserve to be
treated, in order that we might be treated as he deserved to
be treated. He came to our world and took our sins upon
his own divine soul that we might receive his imputed
righteousness. He was condemned for our sins, in which
he had no share, that we might be justified by his
righteousness, in which we had no share. The world's
Redeemer gave himself for us. Who was he? The Majesty
of heaven, pouring out his blood upon the altar of justice
for the sins of guilty man. We should know our
relationship to Christ and his relationship to us.”
The Review and Herald 3-21-1891

WHEN THE MAJORITY FORSAKE US
By Elder John VanDenburgh

Are you ready for the majority to forsake you? Are you
sure you are not part of the majority? “To stand in defense
of truth and righteousness when the majority forsake us,
to fight the battles of the Lord
when champions are few---this
will be our test.” Testimonies for
the Church, Vol. 5, p. 136.
Indeed obeying all that God has
commanded us to do is
righteousness. “And it shall be our righteousness if we
observe to do all these commandments before the LORD
our God, as he hath commanded us.” Deut. 6:25.

The commandments spoken of in this text are God’s
commandments, statutes, and judgments as is clearly
spelled out in chapters four through eight of Deuteronomy.
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Of these commands God says, “And thou shalt teach them
diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when
thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the
way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.”
Deut. 6:7. How many of us are defining righteousness by
this clear-cut truth? How many are standing in defense of
this truth? How many even know what the statutes and
judgments are? Those of us who make up the older
generation look back over a period of time spanning over
a half a century and realize that very little has been said on
these vital subjects. Where are God’s champions to
champion His cause, to stand for truth and righteousness
when champions are few? It need not be a marvel that the
majority will forsake Bible truth. It is already happening,
it just is not as evident as it will be when the final sealing
comes at the time of the Sunday law. Sadly, when that test
comes it will be too late to make the preparation for the
test. We must prepare now. The doctrine of the cleansing
of the sanctuary is a present truth doctrine that is preparing
us right now. Like it or not, or deny that it is happening—
it is happening all the same. At this very moment a moral
character test is being applied to those of us who profess
faith in the three angels messages. The standard of that test
is God’s commandments, statutes and judgments. We
must know for ourselves what great testing truths are
contained within the book of the law. Search the title to
your immortal inheritance “We are approaching stormy
times, and we want to study the true foundation of our
faith. We want to search the book of the law to see if our
title to the immortal inheritance is without a flaw.” An
Adventist Apocalypse, p. 18

WHO WILL BE ABLE TO STAND?

“But who may abide the day of
his coming? And who shall stand
when he appeareth: for he is like
a refiner’s fire, and a fuller’s
soap: And he shall sit as a refiner
and purifier of silver: and he shall
purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver,
that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in
righteousness.” Mal. 3:2, 3. “Who shall ascend into the hill
of the LORD? Or who shall stand in his holy place? He
that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted
up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. He shall
receive the blessing from the LORD, and righteousness
from the God of his salvation. Psalms 26:3-5.

There are those who belittle any doctrine that helps
prepare a people to stand in the purity of Christ’s presence.
We can be certain that they are false prophets. Heartfelt
obedience to the truth and the sanctification that it brings
is the work that God’s people are to be engaged in right

now at this present time. “Seeing ye have purified your
souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto
unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one
another with a pure heart fervently.” 1 Peter 1:22.

While there are those in high places formally stating that
the church has never adopted a position on “the precise
nature of human obedience” the Spirit of Prophecy states
with words too clear to be misunderstood the precise
nature of human obedience. Notice the adjectives attached
to the word obedience.

* Willing obedience COL 116

* Unquestioning obedience 4T146

* Prompt obedience RH April 24, 1900
* Perfect obedience SC 62

* Entire obedience 4SG 156

* Continual obedience DA 668

* Implicit obedience 4T 187

» Unswerving obedience PP 52

“Exact obedience is required, and those who say it is not
possible to live a perfect life throw upon God the
imputation of injustice and untruth.” Review and Herald,
p- 519, (MS 148, 1899.)

“The obedience of Christ to His Father was the same
obedience that is required of us.” Adventist Bible
Commentary, Vol. 7, p. 929. Are all these descriptions of
the obedience that God requires “precise” enough? How
could it be stated more precisely? Are these concise words
on obedience just to be seen as inert, lifeless and empty
words on a piece of paper until the church adopts a formal
position on “the precise nature of human obedience”?
Then the “decision of the united Seventh-day Adventist
Church in General Conference session” (Insert for
Adventist Review, Nov. 5, 1992, p. 7.) reacts back on the
words already written in Scripture and the Spirit of
Prophecy and infuses those words with precision,
authority, and special importance that those words
supposedly did not possess prior to a formal church
action?

THE QUESTION TO BE DECIDED
BY THE WHOLE WORLD

“It was because the law was changeless, because man
could be saved only through obedience to its precepts, that
Jesus was lifted up on the cross. Yet the very means by
which Christ established the law Satan represented as
destroying it. Here will come the last conflict of the great
controversy between Christ and Satan.

“That the law which was spoken by God’s own voice is
faulty, that some specification has been set aside, is the
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claim which Satan now puts forward. It is the last great
deception that he will bring upon the world. He need not
to assail the whole law; if he can lead men to disregard one
precept, his purpose is gained. For ‘whosoever shall keep
the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of
all.” James 2:10. By consenting to break one precept, men
are brought under Satan’s power.

“Obedience or disobedience is the question to be decided
by the whole world,” The Desire of Ages, p. 763.

Many are the voices now proclaiming that some
specification of the law which was spoken by God’s own
voice has been set aside at the cross. Let us each one weigh
carefully the implication of that claim.

“Holiness is wholeness for God. It means perfect
obedience to every precept of the law of God.” Manuscript
Releases, Vol. 12, p. 145. Each one of us must search the
book of the law and become knowledgeable with every
precept it contains, for it is this law that will be sealed
among the followers of Christ. Isaiah 8:16 (Elder
VanDenburgh 2018)

VEGAN KITCHEN CORNER
CREAMY VEGAN PUMPKIN BUCATINI

ThisSavoryVegan.com

INGREDIENTS

8 0z bucatini or pasta of choice

4 oz sun-dried tomatoes packed in oil
1 tbsp oil from sun-dried tomatoes*
10 oz cherry tomatoes halved

salt & pepper to taste

red pepper flakes to taste, optional
1 tsp dried oregano

8 oz frozen spinach unthawed

2 cloves garlic diced

1 tsp fresh thyme

3 sage leaves chopped

4 oz hummus

4 oz pumpkin puree

fresh basil for topping

DIRECTIONS

Bring a large pot of water to a boil. Add bucatini and cook
according to package instructions. Before draining reserve
1 cup of pasta water.

Place a pan on the stove over medium heat. Add sun-dried
tomatoes, oil, cherry tomatoes, a pinch of salt & pepper,
red pepper flakes and oregano to the pan and stir to

combine. Cover and cook until tomatoes have softened
(approx. 5 minutes).

Add frozen spinach to the pan (no need to thaw) and cover
again for another 2-3 minutes.

Add the garlic, thyme, sage, hummus and pumpkin to the
pan and stir to combine. Continue to heat until warm and
bubbly. Turn heat off.

Add hot pasta to the pan and toss to combine. If the sauce
is too thick, add pasta water as needed. Taste and adjust
seasonings as needed. Serve with fresh basil. (4 servings)

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT
AND PRAYERS!

WAYS YOU CAN SEND
DONATIONS:

www.Paypal.com: Info@BibleExplorations.com
Call with credit card donations: 1-877-475-1318

Mail checks or money orders to:
Bible Explorations

1279 W. Henderson Ave, PMB #317
Porterville CA 93257

On our website now there is a link to donate stocks to
Bible Explorations! You get a tax receipt for the full
amount. The link for Stock Donator is at the top of our
website BibleExplorations.com.

PLEASE NOTE: We are working to share the messages
via the internet various ways and this does cost money;
however, we also help many people in need. Call if you
have any questions or want more information. The end of
the year is fast approaching! Thank you!

Praise God From Whom
All "Bfessings Flow

E

"ﬁ *
_

BibleExplorations.com (website)
BibleExplorations.com/YT (YouTube Channel)
BibleExplorations.com/Zoom (Live on Sabbath

at 10 a.m. and Wednesday at 5 p.m. PST and
every camp meeting)
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