Ephesians 2 and

How to Keep the Feasts
New Discovery Series by Elder John VanDenburgh

Welcome back to New Discoveries from Old Manussetipthis is tape number 5 and of course
the old manuscript this time is the Word of Goa, Bible. We’re going to be looking at the
second chapter of Ephesians. And the reason \geirgy to be looking at this particular chapter
is it has been used, of all things, to pour contesnpGod’s own statutes. And in order to
understand it clearly, we’re going to read the eghtor sure. Most of you have noticed | read a
lot of context anyway whether it's Ellen White’sitimgs or Bible or history. But we are going

to read a lot of the context this time so therelmamo mistake. We’re going to read the whole
chapter. Of course, that isn’'t an awful lot, iisly 22 verses and most of you should be reading
that many verses every day anyway.

So, sit back and relax while we look at 22 versesifthe second chapter of Ephesians together
and I'll be making a few short comments along ttagy yust to show the seriousness of the texts.
Here we go with verse 1.

“And you hath he quickendtdrought back to lifelwho were dead in trespasses
and sins; wherein in time past ye walked accordmthe course of this world,
according to the prince of the power of the aig Hpirit that now worketh in the
children of disobedience:”

Notice it is satan’s children that are the disobati
ones. The heavens are never in favor of

"His servants ye

are to whom ye a 4 disobedience; it's always the wrong side.

obey. Hom. 6il6

Verse 3:

“Among whom also we all had our conversation ingipast in the lusts of our
flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh andlod tnind; and were by nature the
children of wrath, even as others.”

So, obviously, to live on the wrong side of Godiw/] wrong side of God’s will, puts you on the
side of disobedience and the side of wrath. Vérse



“But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great lowderewith He loved us, even
when we were dead in sins.”

Paul uses this thought quite often. You rememb&amans 6:23 he confirms that the wages of
sin is death. And in®1John 4:3, of course, John confirms that sin istridiesgression of the law.
The text goes on:

“... hath quickened us together with Christ, by grgeeare saved.”

We should think about Romans 6:23 a little bit maith this, that the gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ. Friends, we've all hearcriofinals who were not caught. They kind of
slipped away from the arm of the law and escapéidedree for many years. In fact, they got
jobs, changed names, got married, had familiessarah — but after many years were
apprehended, yes, the long arm of the law finadlyght up and they were put in jail.

In other words, unforgiven sin doesn’t just go awagause we ignore it. Something must be
done about it. We must take it to the throne. st take it to Christ. We must ask His
forgiveness. We must make it right with our friend

On the other hand, you can imagine what would happesuch a criminal who finally went to
jail, paid his price, got out and turned right ardiand committed the same crime again. That's
not the thing to do.

Verse 6:

“And hath raised us up together, and made us gji¢toer in heavenly places in
Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come he migiw she exceeding riches of his
grace and his kindness toward us through Christised-or my grace are ye
saved through faith; and that not of yourselvess the gift of God: Not of works
lest any man should boast.”

Now, notice verse 10:

The works foreorduined
"Turn ye from your evil ways, und keep my
ommandments, and my statutes according

to the law which 1 commanded vour fathers,”
e

“For we are His workmanship, created
in Christ Jesus unto good works, whicl
God hath before ordained that we
should walk in them.”

In other words, once we come to Christ then we hgs
a conversion experience. When we move in this n
life we find the things that God had before orddine
that we should walk in them.
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Verse 11:

“Wherefore remember, that ye being in time pasttBEnin the flesh, who are
called uncircumcision by that which is called theegmcision in the flesh made
by hands.”

That's a lot of words, isn’t it? Circumcision meahe Jews, the uncircumcision simply means
the Gentiles. Verse 12:

“But at that time ye were without Christ, beingeais from the commonwealth o
Israel, and strangers from the covenants of proptiseing no hope, and withou
God in the world.”

So, those who are alien to the commonwealth o&lsrage without hope.

“But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes wereflaare made nigh by the
blood of Christ.”

Nigh to what? ...nigh to the commonwealth of Israel.

“For he is our peace, who hath made both one.”

One church, on faith, one brotherhood.

“And hath broken down the middle wall of partitibatween us...”

Between the Jew and the Gentile: the wall thatypssed to be broken down.

“...having abolished in his flesh the enmity...”

The enmity between Jew and Gentile.

“...even the law of commandments contained in @ndaes; for to make in
himself of twain one new man, so making peace.”

Verse 16:

“And that he might reconcile both unto God in or&y by the cross, having
slain the enmity thereby: and came and preachedgé&ayou which were afar
off, and to them that were nigh.”

Those who were afar off were the Gentiles, those wére nigh were the Jews.
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“For through him we both have access by one Spintb the Father.”

Now, notice verse 19 and 20. We’re almost throtinghchapter.

“For therefore ye are no more strangers and foreags but fellow citizens with
the saints, and the household of God; and are bipittn the foundation of the

apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself béieghief corner stone; In whorp
all the building fitly framed together groweth uran holy temple in the Lord.”

Basically, he’s saying that both Jew and Gentilep\&re now in Christ, should live in agreement
with the teachings of the apostles and the Oldahesht prophets — which are in agreement
with the commonwealth of Israel and the teachirfgShuist.

Verse 22:

“In whom ye also are builded together for an hahbaa of God through the
Spirit.”

So, in this very chapter, we see that Christ iSth@dation of the entire Old and New Testament
Church. And that the church is not to be alietheocommonwealth of Israel, at all, but is to
walk humbly in the works foreordained by God. Tisathe works that were ordained by God
for Israel in the first place.

Question: Then how is it that so many folk todatyanalize that one verse, the statement in
verse 15, denies the very things foreordained Yy trist Himself (in the pillar of fire); (2) by
the apostle (in his New Testament experience tleatenalready studied); and, (3) by the
prophets (who are always calling God’s people liadke Torah)?

Verse 15 is used to destroy all of thamisused to destroy all of that. Let's look at verSe 1

“Having abolished in His flesh the enmity, even lne of commandments
contained in ordinances...”

Now, the enmity in the text is referring to thedfat prejudice between the Jew and Gentile. If
you have any of that in you, you're not of parfaiul’'s group here. But what ordinances and
their commandments are abolished? What was hadadlbout? Satan has done a tremendous
job to confuse the issue of the ordinances. Tuité is, the Bible explains both the ordinances
that remain as well as the ordinances that arevedo

To start with, you might wonder just what an ordioa really is. And I’'m going to turn to

Webster for that. Notice, regarding governmentpgier's New Twentieth Century Unabridged
Dictionary says:
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“It's a statute enacted by the legislativd
department of a city government.” Webster's New Twentieth Century

, 1. In law, a statute enacted by the legislative
In other words, there’s a law about how many department of a city government.

people can ride in an elevator. That's a statute.
There’s a statute saying how many people can sit 2. A direction or command of an

a room in a restaurant. These are all statutes. authoritative nature.
3. An established religious rite: specifically

Number 2, Webster says: the Commanion,

“A direction or command of an
authoritative nature.”

So, to drop kick all of the ordinances out of thbl&, we get rid of all the commands of an
authoritative nature. Well, | don’t think any of want to do that — that’s what Satan wants to
do.

Number 3, Webster:

“An established religious rite; specifically, thermmunion.”

So, if we eliminate all ordinances we drop kick the communion as well. And | don’t think
we want to do that either.

In other words, to believe Paul is hereby throwong everything labeled as an “ordinance,” in
Ephesians Chapter 2, is absolutely ridiculous te@ay he’s throwing out all ordinances ever
associated with animal sacrifices is also ridiceldaecause, all the people who consider
themselves sons of Abraham have some special dagrship. Mohammedans have a day they
consider holy, Christians have a day they consdered, Jews have a day they consider sacred.
On all of these days animal sacrifices were comrmadnseven days a week. So, if we’re going
to throw out days because of animal sacrificesamenot going to havany.

Before we accept the ideas of anyone who wouldhesevord “ordinance” in so ridiculous a
manner, and so irresponsibly, let’'s check a fewrerfces where the word is used describing
them as quite permanent. Let’s look at the permiamees for a few moments.

We’'re going to go to Romans, chapter 13 verse 12andere it says:

“Let every soul be subject unto the higher powdtsr there is no power but of
God: the powers that be are ordained of God. Whaweptherefore resisteth the
power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they tasist shall receive to
themselves damnation.”
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Well, I'm not going to go into what ordinance tisstalking about; but, one thing for sure, Paul
is saying there’s an ordinance here that remamtsjfaa person doesn’t accept it, they accept
damnation.

| want you to notice another one. This is in | i@thians 11:2. Notice:

“Now | praise you, brethren, that ye remember malirthings, and keep the
ordinances, as | delivered them to you.”

Wow! Here is proof positive that would stand iryaourt of law that Paul was teaching
ordinances to the New Testament church and he tegbts people to go along with them 100
percent.

What | am saying is that if in Ephesians 2:15 haliabes all the ordinances then he’s in trouble
— he’s talking out of both sides of his mouth. | @orinthians 11:2 he commands that certain
ordinances be kept.

Now, | want to bring this word ordinance even ctasehome. | want to go to a prophecy of last
day events and in order to do that | am going ttogan Old Testament prophet. We're going to
go to Isaiah chapter 24 verses 1 and 3. Noticérniesetting:

“Behold the Lord[that would be Yahwehinaketh the earth empty and maketh
waste, and turneth it upside down, and scatterbtioad the inhabitants thereof.
The land shall be utterly emptied, and utterly smbifor the Lord[Yahweh]hath
spoken this word. The earth is utterly broken daive earth is clean dissolved,
the earth is moved exceedingly. The earth shallteeand fro like a drunkard,
and shall be removed like a cottage; and the traesgjon thereof shall be heavy
upon it.”

—

You know, everyone who reads these verses tharhaBiblical understanding at all recognizes
that he’s talking about things associated withrttidennium experience, right down at the end of
time. But the reason for all this horrifying detad®n of life and property is given in verse 5.
Notice it:

“...because they have transgressed the laws, claatigeeordinance, broken the
everlasting covenant.”

What do you think of that? Now Strong’s concorda(#2706) says the word ordinance in verse
5 means many things such as custom, decree, laapmointment in time. Other meanings in
Strong’s list includes a set time and a statutiee Word ordinance is most certainly used in a
positive sense by Ellen White, that they certaddyremain and we ought to be paying attention
to them, especially in the last days. | want ymsde the quotation: from Signs of the Times,
2/3/1888:
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“In these last days...”

What days?

“...these last days, there is a call from heaveriting youto keep the statutes ar|d
the ordinances of the Lord.”

Now, dear friend of mine, these references from\ther Testament, from the Old Testament,
from the pen of Ellen White; show beyond a shadba doubt that there are still good and holy
ordinances and statutes to be observed by Chssti@n, if someone says all the ordinances
have been nailed to the cross, why you have awedlag go up right away. On the other hand,
there are ordinances that are not proper for Ganist Ordinances that have been taken away.
Ordinances that were to be discarded centuries Bgbhow can we tell the difference?

Well, how can we tell which ones remain and whiak®are discontinued? We simply look at
the context to make sure what ordinances it isrtglkbout. As an example, in Colossians
chapter 2, the word ordinance is associated wéhruldiments of the world and the doctrines of
men.

Now, obviously, the ordinances that are man-madecanflict with God’s ordinances are not
good. However, in Ephesians chapter 2, they aecested with the ordinances of sacrifice
which were completed at the cross. So, we shouldive to be observing them either.

Let's see that, we’ll go back to the text in questi Here we are in verse 15, read it close:

“Having abolished in His flesh the enmity, even ldng& of commandments
contained in ordinances...”

Picture a bowl full of ordinances that has
commandments in it. The clue in the text involves
the sacrifice of Christ. In other words, it talks

“Having abolished in His flesh the about his blood in verse 13, his flesh in verse 15
enmity, even the law of command- and his cross in verse 16. His blood, his flesi, a
ments contained in ordinances; . ..” his cross are right in the middle of this thing and

these commandments contained in ordinances. So,
evidently, the ordinances in question were

2. His flesh, Verse 15. abolished when his flesh was pierced, his blood

3. His cross, Verse 16. was shed on the cross of Calvary.

1. His blood, Verse 13.

Were there ordinances typified regarding the
blood, the flesh, and the altar of sacrifice ardl di
they contain commandments? Oh my, yes, indeedy wiaimem. A few are mentioned in
Ezekiel 43, | want you to see this clearly.
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“And He said unto me, son of man, thus saith thell®od; These are the
ordinances of the altar...”

Remember Christ on the altar of sacrifices. Youieard songs, you’'ve heard hymns about that.
That'’s right.

“And he said unto me, son of man, thus saith thel IGod; These are the
ordinances of the altar in the day when they shlke it, to offer burnt offerings
thereon, and to sprinkle blood thereon.”

Offerings, blood, but were two of many commandmeeggmrding the ordinances of the altar —
burnt offerings, and the sprinkling of blood.

“And they shall give to the priests the Levited the of the seed of Zadok, whic
approach unto me, to minister unto me, saith thel [®od, a young bullock for
sin offering.”

A young bullock was commanded in this ordinanceatfrifice. Verse 20:

“And thou shalt take the blood thereof, and puritthe four horns of it and upo
the four corners of the settle, and upon the bordend about:”

Notice all the commandments regarding the ordinafidcdood sacrifice. These details were
commanded. Then it says:

“Thus shalt thou cleanse and purge it.”

What was Christ death and shedding of His bloodladlut? Christ’s blood cleanses the
sanctuary, cleanses the people’s sins, He cleamskgurges His people. Many more
commandments regarding the ordinances, the attdrthee priest duties regarding them can be
read throughout this same chapter.

Actually, they’re scattered throughout the whole @estament, in fact you can read a lot of
them in the first seven chapters of Leviticus. @mndment after commandment after
commandment in these ordinances of sacrifice, daggwho, how, what and when and where,
and so on, of the sacrificial system.

These ordinances all pointed to Christ and hishkdaaCalvary, when His blood was shed and

His flesh was pierced, which is the contest ofsta@ement in Ephesians 2:15. His blood was not
only shed for the believing Jew but for the entwarld, both Jew and Gentile bringing piece on
earth and good will toward men. That is, peaceanth and good will toward the men who are
no longer aliens to the Jewish economy.
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Perhaps you never read it that way but it does tleatdvay. But, instead, they are now fellow
citizens with the saints of the household of G@de're all supposed to be worshiping God
together. And those who worship Him are to baseé ttiestyle on the foundation laid by the
prophets, the apostles, and Christ — just as Reuslis Ephesians 2 — Christ who gave them all
in the first place.

I’m wondering, by His grace, are you, dear friebeing drawn back more and more toward the
commonwealth of Israel? ...or, are you hesitatingeady to remain alien to the commonwealth
of Israel, as Paul laments?

So, what spirit is it that’s pressing you toward tRstoration of every divine institution? ...or,
what spirit is causing you to hesitate? In fadiatwspirit is it that's caught the world up in its
own replacement theology and even the placememtafen’s Sabbaths — all eight of them?

Well, it wasn’t Paul. It was certainly not PaiWe’'ve read that enough. Let’s review a little bit.
Reading Acts 25:7, 8, the record states that heemadffense to the law of the Jews! Let’s
read it, verse 7:

“And when he was come, the Jews which came dowm Jssusalem stood roun
about, and laid many and grievous complaints agafaaul, which they could no
prove.”

Now, notice verse 8 very closely:

“While he answered for himself, ‘Neither against thw of the Jews, neither
against the temple, nor yet against Caesar, haxféehded any thing at all.”

Now, those poor people who keep telling us that Blaanged all those laws of the Jews, and so
on and so forth, are going to have to face Paukstay. He’s saying that he didn’t. Friends,
the apostle Paul knew full well that the Ten Comdmants and the statutes were all united
together, just as surely as Ellen White did, antidmored them.

But, he also knew that the commandments contaméuki sacrificial offerings were fulfilled at
the cross. You see, you're never going to readnamy about Paul donning the robes of the
priests, taking a knife, and slitting the throabadheep. You don’t read that in the New
Testament — not once.

Acts of the Apostle# reference page 390 and 391, he does say seménteresting statements
that make clear the point I'm trying to make. hegaragraph we're told that certain Jews were
very angry with Paul for teaching that they weleased from the observances and rites of the
ceremonial law. So, here she plainly says that Was releasing them from the rites of the
ceremonial law. And then, within three paragraphg, shows that Paul was disappointed to
miss Passover at Jerusalem — instead keeping Raisswd the Feast of Unleavened Bread at
Philippi and anxious to get to Jerusalem in timeHentecost.
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Obviously, Paul did not consider the annual Salsbtitbe a part of the ceremonial law. Either
that; or, he was talking out of both sides of hmuth. You know, | heard one preacher say that
God gave one standard to the Jews and anothemstatdthe Gentiles. Hogwash! Paul was
not a hypocrite. He was a true follower of Chast a follower of Christ does not say one thing
and turn right around and do another. He did kbegeasts. He honored them. He offered no
sacrifices. Period.

For the apostles, the ceremonial ritual law ceasgdhe statutes remain. That's why Paul could
do away with one and maintain the other.

{ ommandments f s & Judpments i wremmantal Law
Friends, we saw a chart once that was divided i '
thirds. In the center of the chart we saw all the
comments, or many comments, made by Ellen
White regarding the statutes, there in the ceriter
the chart. Do you remember? She said the stat
were religious precepts that govern daily life.eS
said they’re not shadowy types to pass away wit
the death of Christ. She said they are binding as
long as time should last.

Notice Psalms 81:3, 4:

“Blow the trumpet in the new moon, in the time appexd, on our solemn feast
day. For this was a statute for Israel, and a lafithe God of Jacob.”

Wow! Centuries before Mount Sinai these feastewaown and observed — the feasts of

trumpets, the warning of judgment to come. Friemd&eviticus 23:24, the Feast of Trumpets is
called a Sabbath. In fact, think about this, igsts are called statutes in Leviticus 23:14, 21, 3
and 41. They're called Sabbaths in Leviticus 23241 32 and 39. His feasts are His Sabbaths.

Friends:

“There is much light yet to shine forth from thevlaf God...” (2MR 58; 1888
Materials p.160)

And, surely, that is exactly what is happening...

“...and the gospel of righteousness...”

...the difference between right and wrong. You sduat af that on Moed Mountain in the last
tape. And then she adds:

“This message understood in its true character, prmtlaimed in the spirit, will
lighten the earth with its glory.”
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Friends, in your heart, in your mind, the dark stleuld be leaving. But, | want to say that,
today, there are respected preachers and teablatidotmany good things; but, they are denying
the statutes. Most in innocence, I'm sure, butesofithese very ones who deny the statutes
become very angry at those of us who exalt theheybecome angry and discordant. | hope
you don’t have to meet that sort of thing; bugaoti do, remember such anger and disrespect
should be a big clue as to what spirit is behiréwho act that way.

| don't like to think about things like that, sar’going to switch subjects a bit. | want to add
something that you haven’t seen in the previous fapes. | want to go into just a little bit about
how to keep his feast days, and you might be wanggetJust how shall we keep His holy
days?”

But, right now | want to take a little break andhem | catch my breath and get a drink of water,
I’m going to come right back and we are going teeha great time together as we finish our
study of Ephesians chapter 2; and take a lookraesaf the things we might do on the holy days
that the Heavenly Father has left for Israel to do.

Time to push the pause
button. Otherwise we
will be right back:.

Welcome back from a good break. | was just aboget into the ideas of what to do on these
special holy days — how to keep the feasts. Asdyalook into this subject, | think you are
going to find that you really knew all along — esjadly if you have been keeping the Seventh-
day Sabbath.

Well, we are going to start our study looking abtvery familiar Scriptures, starting with
familiar Scriptures — on purpose. | want you telfeght at home and then | will share some
things about them.

The text in Leviticus 23:2 and 3 and Leviticus 28r&l 7. Well, Leviticus 23:2 and 3 has to do
with the seventh-day Sabbath and | know that’s liamio a lot of you already. Here’s the text:

“Speak unto the children of Israel, and say untenthh concerning the feasts of the
Lord [Yahweh]which ye shall proclaim to be holy convocatiomsen these are
My feasts”

“My feasts” He says. It almost sounds sacrilegious to tlmhtheir substitutes.
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“Six days shall work be done: but the seventh daheé Sabbath of rest, an holy
convocationye shall do no work thereiiit is the Sabbath of the Lord in all you
dwellings.”

Well, notice then, a calling out for religious reas, a holy assembly, basically, a church service.
That's what a holy convocation is.

Now, notice the words “no work therein.” That meanday of rest.

Leviticus 23:7, 8 has to do with the Feast of Unéseed Bread and | want you to notice the same
words. Here’s the text in verse 7:

“In the first day ye shall have an holy convocatige shall do no servile work
therein. ...in the seventh day is_ an holy convopaye shall do no servile work
therein.”

So, the week of Unleavened Bread was seven dagsHethe first day was a Sabbath and the
seventh day, of it, was a Sabbath.

Now notice “holy convocation,” what does that mean calling out for religious reasons; a
holy assembly; basically, a church service. Nouwtice the words “no servile work.” That
means a day of rest. So, here we have holy cotivacand do no servile work. So, here we
have, under Unleavened Bread, the same concepts have in the seventh-day Sabbath. If you
know how to keep a Sabbath, then you know the bdsicany of His feasts. For, friends, a
Sabbath is a Sabbath is a Sabbath...

Leviticus 23:6 also has to do with the Feast ofdamkned Bread. Because, the feasts
themselves had special things, too. Notice:

“And on the fifteenth day of the same month isibast of Unleavened Bread
unto the LordYahweh} seven days ye musat unleavened bread.”

Well, now the Israelites might have said, “Thatrstaikind of dumb. Why should we have to do
that?” The truth is that people have always qoastil the wisdom of God — even as far back as
the garden of Eden. However, quite honestly, Baln’t think it was dumb. Paul obeyed the
principal of heaven just like you and | should. ustjthree Scriptures as an example.

Acts 20:6:

“And we sailed away from Philippi after the dayslbfleavened Bread.”

| Corinthians 16:8:
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“I will tarry at Ephesus until Pentecost.”

Acts 18:21:

“I must by all means keep this feast that comethetmsalem.”

You know, friends, Paul did not think the commandisdrom deity were done. Whatever God
said, Paul did. In other words, God said it, Ralieved it, and that settled it.

But, why unleavenebiread for a week? Well, sometimes it's easy 8wan one question by
asking another. Why must we eat unleavened breadgdlits special week? Here’s the second
guestion; but, then why must we eat unleaveneddaeaur communion services today?
...pretty much the same reasons. In fact, how wgaidfeel about it if the deaconesses secretly
slipped a little bit of leaven in the bread justh®w unleavened bread would taste a little better
than anybody else’s? How would you feel aboutzhat

You know, if you really understood the communioil éime unleavened bread, you would feel
very deceived, not very happy.

But why unleavenetiread? ...because it represented a sinless lgavdn, in Scripture,
represents sin. No, leaven isn't sin, it's jusniplically used that way — at times. And, of
course, bread, representing Christ (Christ is s8)lehe bread should be without leaven and also
the wine. Why would you have leavened wine angéaveéned bread? That doesn’t make sense.

The wine, ‘binos’ (the word translated in the Bible for wine coniesm “oinos’), whether it's
fermented, or unfermented, it'sihos” But, in representing Christ, it would be likeethread
— unleavened. Unleavened bread might also represemovement, there’s no rising in the
bread, and Christ was in the grave on the firsb&tbof Unleavened Bread and there was no
shadow of rising.

Then came the third day... The third day is thewle call Wavesheaf or First Fruits. That'’s the
day of the resurrection. Christ is called the tHtraits of the resurrection, my dear friend. The
144,000 are also called first fruits, by the wayj #hey also must be unleavened — walking
holy on this earth.

What to do: Good Traditions

Actually, each of heaven’s feasts has its own
spiritual teachings. So, what are they and how c{
we learn them? What to do? We've seen what t{il ittt B bt

. . significance. Lessons, much like Sabbath
Bible says about h_on convocatlor’ws, and rests, arj. lsssons, can be prepared ahead of
how to go along with that; but, let's take a |0tk a [ e 1 | e ey

some good traditions, as well. Let each feast dajm L
. . g Sermons can be developed according to
have its own S'gmﬂcance- the spiritual issues involved in each feast.

You know, lessons, much like the Sabbath Schog
lesson, can be prepared ahead of time. They ca
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prepared on each of the great themes of the fe&stsnons can be developed according to the
feasts, as well. Beautiful, is their thought. &ing about the feasts and their meanings is good
Bible study for the afternoon, as well, and all thimgs that happened upon them. Study
Passover and see all the many things that hapmenBdssover through Scripture.

Another good thing to do is simply put them to nouand sing about them with your family or at
religious meetings. This could be a great traditid hat's what the early Christians did — and
to tremendous advantage.

Do you remember this slide, from a few hours ago,
about the old Sabbath songbook?angs that

“Oili Sxbbeih Sabghook”

el it were written during the dark ages by people who

“The hymnal was written in Hungaran . . . kept the feasts and the statutes? Remember the
It consisted of one hundred and two hymns. . . . .
Forty-four for the Sabbath, five for the Naw hymnal was written in Hungarian and consisted of

m: gt i o ”‘1*‘:;‘";; 102 hymns: 44 for the Sabbath, 5 for the New

Tabernacies, three for New Year, one for Moon, 11 for Passover and Unleavened Bread, 6
pusseosy Rt Be i s IR A o for the Feast of Weeks, 6 for Tabernacles, 3 for

New Year, one for Atonement, and 26 for everyday
purposes. Yes, during the dark ages, when the
saints were hiding because they wanted to keep
God’s commandments, many of them were
continuing on with the feasts of Israel.

The time of trouble is coming again and the histafrthe dark ages may well be repeated. A lot
of people think they are going to be raptured aamy not get in any of it, but I'm afraid they are
going to be in for a surprise.

Satan’s not going to give up easily. Songs ohtmill again be very encouraging. We, too,
should have a song book filled with these goodgsimrreation and its Sabbath; songs about
creation.

Can we compile songs about creation? Oh, heneds“@reation shows the power of God,
there’s glory all around and those who see us staade for miracles abound.” Yes, there are
many on the Sabbath.

Passover: “Were you there when they crucified ragdR2” Yes, you can pile up songs for
Passover services.

Unleavened Bread: “Were you there when they laid i the tomb?” You can do this.

Wavesheaf: “Up from the grave He rose with a mjighitmph o’er His foes...” Wonderful
songs of Wavesheatf.

Pentecost: “Breathe on me Breath of God, fill nign\Wfe anew.”

You see? Gather songs that go along with thedeamst sing them at the proper times.
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Trumpets: Oh, here’s one you probably don’t kndtis called “A Grand Review.” You can
find it, we have it in our song book. “Christiamdier worn with service, e’er discharge is
granted you, you must pass divine inspection afitfa grand review.” Yes, the day of
Trumpets — warning judgment to come.

And, then, there’s the Day of Atonement: thinklod songs you can use for the Day of
Atonement. “But | know whom | have believed and pensuaded that He is able to keep that
which I've committed to Him against that day.” I'mot a great singer, or anything, but you
know the songs.

How about Tabernacles: “When we all get to heawdrat a day of rejoicing that will be.” You
see? Get these hymns together that go with tistsfea..or, make some of your own!
Wonderful things to do. Great traditions! Talloabpowerful hymns!

Now, notice these words to Moses — from Signs effthmes 3/21/1895:

“The words of Moses to Israel, concerning the diedwand judgments of the
Lord, are also the word of God to us.”

Take that to heart. She knew what she was taldooyit. So, why not sing them? Could they
not be put to the grand old tunes of the refornm&tid.yrics composed of all the statutes: and
singing these additional precepts would help uststdnd and apply His commandments more
fully. That's one thing the statutes are for, bg tvay. In fact, we should read about that right
now:

“That the Decalogue might be more fully understoant] enforced, additional
precepts were given illustrating and applying thmgiples of the Ten
Commandments.” PP 310

So, by reason of the statutes, dear one, the Tem@nmdments are illustrated, applied, and
understood more fully. No wonder the devil haskedrso hard to eliminate them! Surely the
enemy does not want you or your children singiagusés that would help you more fully
understand, illustrate and apply, and enforce /e Commandments. The great transgressor
does not want you doing those kind of things. dgothem!

Some teach that the Ten Commandments are a tpingtthe character of our Heavenly Father.
Well, this is not the character of the devil. Thai different character. And, if the
commandments are the character of God, the deggrdbwant you singing about them. And he
doesn’t want you more fully understanding any of it

You know, we have just read that the statutes wemn to help us more fully understand and
apply the principle of the Ten Commandments. Yaghtwonder how can this be done? Well,
let me give you an example. | think you'll enjdys Here’s an example, to show you how it
works:
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“Thou shalt not commit adultery.”

That's the commandment. To understand and
apply this commandment more fully, additional
statutes were given, Ellen White said. Well, let’s
look at something. There’s the statute against
rape. There’s a statute against fornication.
There’s a statute against sex with animals
(bestiality). There’s a statute against incest.
There’s a statute against even looking on
nakedness. These additional precepts were giv
to more fully understand the seventh
commandment, and they surely do.

Example

Thou shall not commit adultery,
T undarstand and apply this commandment ~“mors
Tully™ additional precepts were given

The stalute against Raps

The statute against Fornication

‘The statute against Sex with animals

The statute against Inces)

The stalute agains! Looking upon nakedness

These are the additional precepts given to
more fully understand the commandment

Here’s another example:

“Remember the Sabbath to keep it holy.”

To understand and apply this commandment more

Thou shalt remember the Sabbath to fully, additional precepts were given just like she
B iy s St said. Here are some of them: two annual Sabbaths
et aiiiaiga A ¢4 M ovGaaiuloraicia of Unleavened Bread; one annual Sabbath of
wdditional precepls were given Pentecost; one of Trumpets; one of Atonement;
aabbathe of tlnleavened Bisad two of Tabernacles. These are the statutes that
of Partecost help us more fully understand the weekly Sabbath.
of Trumpets Will these things help us remember the weekly
of Atonement Sabbath? ...to keep it holy? What do you think?
and of Tabernacles Will they do so?

Listen to the quote:

His bounties.

(PP p.311)

“Again the people were reminded of the sacred atians of the Sabbath.
Yearly feasts were appointed, at which all the wfeihe nation were to assembl
before the Lord, bringing to Him their offeringsgrtitude and the first fruits of

“The object of all these regulations was stateakytiproceeded from no exercisq
of mere arbitrary sovereignty; all were given foetgood of Israel. The Lord
said, ‘Ye shall be holy men unto Me’ — worthy taabknowledge by a holy God.

11

Now, friends, think about that just a moment. THd&,000 are going to be holy unto God. It
said the people were reminded of the sacred oligabf the Sabbath, yearly feasts were
appointed, at which time, and so on. Yes, thediiadal precepts do help enforce the Sabbath
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commandment — just like the additional preceptgarding those things of lewd living, enforce
the seventh commandment.

Truly these additional precepts do express the &hbhore fully. And, you can begin to see
why those who are to be translated when Christ somikébe a clean and holy people declaring
His statutes and judgments. Once again, will y@elban? Will you be holy? Will you be
declaring His statutes? Friends, that's your emgle. That's your opportunity. That's my
request for you.

Now, Ellen White also said that, just prior to theanslation, they would be filled with the Holy
Ghost and proclaiming the Sabbath more fully. dithe quotation from Early Writings, page
33:

“At the commencement of the time of trouble, weeviidded with the Holy Ghost
as we went forth and proclaimed the Sabbath mdhe'fu

The word is not extensively, it's fully. You seeall makes sense, doesn’tit? ...line upon line,
precept upon precept. The statutes do expresawhmore fully. Well, | wonder what else we
can do with the feasts. You know, | start gettifigon preaching on these things; but, friends,
I’m so anxious for you to be a part of that finadvement and the final movements will be rapid
ones. Don't be left behind, it's time to get inved.

Here’s the quote | want to give you frofhe Upward Lookpage 232:

“He brought them to the wilderness to be trainedHiis service, and there gave
them the highest code of morality: His holy lava tiem was committed God'’s
lesson book, the Old Testament Scriptures.”

What does she call the Old Testament Scriptures2od.s lesson book.

“At these gatherings the people were to show gladraad joy, expressing their
thanksgiving for their privileges and the gracidusatment of their Lord.”

That's fromThe Upward Lookpage 232. Listen to the things that can be glédrom that. At
the feasts we should be trained for His servicea shbuld hear instruction from the highest code
of morality: His holy law.

Friends, how often do you hear sermons on the fadod? We should be hearing them, you
need them. We should be studying lessons fromdtie estament, she says.

“And all who desire should have the opportunitygtee a testimony of
thanksgiving regarding the gracious way in which theavenly Father has
granted privileges to them.”
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Oh, friends, at every one of the retreats we shbaie an opportunity for testimony. Did you
know that just coming to His feasts is a powerfithess? Just coming and going is a witness in
favor of our Heavenly Father.

Notice this quotation:

“With those who lived at a distance from the talzale, more than a month of
every year must have been occupied in attendanme tlyge annual feasts. This
example of devotion to God should emphasize thertamce of religious worship
and the necessity of subordinating our selfish leNpiinterests to those that are
spiritual and eternal.” (PP 541)

This example of devotion to God... Well, with tiag@id transportation of today, it doesn’t take a
full month out of every year to attend the feafdsit it's a wonderful thing to know that when

we do attend such spiritual meetings, you are deinatmg, even en route, an example of

loyalty to your creator. Isn’t that beautiful? &ftts an example that, she says, He recognizes and
that, friends, is incredible.

What can we do when the congregation retires tio taenpers or to their tents, their motels, or
their homes? ...goes home in the evening to resi® s$thall we spend the afternoons if there’s
time between services? Here are four suggested twagpend feast day afternoons. Listen
close, take them into your heart; they make sense;
you’ll recognize them:

T sty First; find a few high and lofty hymn tunes in a
HMMWMM hymnal. Compose new lyrics from the statutes, or

hymnal
m‘m"‘m“m find ones that fit the time — not just the feast

2: A nature walk i tways In kenping with & statutes, but all the statutes.

Number two; take a walk through God’s second
book, nature. Nature is beautiful, enjoy it. jogn
living in the country and, on clear days, it is
fantastic.

Three; enjoy a family afternoon Bible study. Séawat those gems of Scriptures: glorious new
gems she said that we should be finding. Read t
Psalms: read the 119 Psalm with your concorda
See what is actually being said. Enjoy it. Frignd
as you get into Spiritual things, you'll find yoets
enjoying Spiritual things. wmhﬂ#mh
them as well as your commitment to Christ.

Say, here’s another thing that needs to be done. ?uwmrﬁmﬁmw
few holy hours can be enjoyed by designing Nnew|  copy house for distribution on ﬂm'ml
missionary tracts teaching present truth. Oh,
friends, Sabbath keeping denomination grew on

passing tracts years ago. Truths can always be
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passed as tracts to friends. You see, thereiflt®stmany people totally unaware of the beauty
of His feast and they need the tracts. Make sdbesign them with tact and softness. Let the
reader know you’re more concerned with them thanagm in proving your point.

On another day, have close friends take thesesteat proof read them. Try to get the grammar
right and the spelling correct. Then, take thera tmpy house where you can multiply them
and, on Sabbath afternoons, give them to your\aeliefriends to pass out.

“Then shall | teach transgressors Thy ways and eiarshall be converted unto
Thee.” Psalms 51:13

“Open Thou mine eyes, that | may behold wondroumgythout of Thy law.”
Psalms 119:18.

Now that you know more truth, more texts apply; #melbeauty of them shines forth to your
heart and to your soul. Study the Scripture aag fhis prayer, Psalms 119, talk about this text.

Surely this thing is a good thing. Find yourself
studying, singing, sharing, hearing Old Testame . 1o,y ayes, that | may behold wondrous
truths; being instructed in God’s law; learning things out of Thy lsw." Pualus 110:11K
how to teach others about these things; and,
. . Studying

preparing the distribution of tracts. Singing

. . L Sharing
Friends, these days can be loaded with activitie Hearing Old Testament truths
that are beautiful; but, remember the holy Being instructed in God’s law
convocation and the day of rest from your servil Learning how to teach the law
work. Then, will you teach transgressors His Preparing and distributing
way. tracts

Now, let me share something. There’s no highdmgathan to do the works of heaven: to
declare Him (His holy law) from person to persooni telephone to telephone; from email to
email; from door to door. This is the highesticailyou’ll ever get. You may well have part in
the fulfillment of the hope expressed in thatdittiook entitled’hat | May Know Himon page
114. Please look at these words carefully:

“There are glorious truths to come before the peapli God. Privileges and
duties which they do not even suspect to be iBithle will be laid open before
the followers of Christ.”

Friends, that's been happening to you, hasn’flit@ths you didn’'t even suspect were in the
Bible are being laid open.

“As they follow on in the path of humble obedierdmng God’s will, they will
know more and more of the oracles of God, and tabkshed in right
doctrines.”
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That's exactly what’'s happening to you and to rs®'t it good to be a fulfillment of a prophecy
about people who are preparing to meet their LoFt#s is beautiful.

So, as you gather for the feasts with us, and pexoghe from several states all around the
country to enjoy some of these feasts with us her€erra Bella, or wherever you can find a
group of believers, you'll find yourself praisingafweh — even as David did so many centuries
ago.. It will just come from your heart: it wileba part of your life.

“I delight to do Thy will O my God: yeah, Thy Torehwithin my heart.”
(Psalms 40:8)

Look up this text in Strong’s: Strong’s 8451 foawW” is Torah. Thy Torah will be the white side
of Moed Mountain; will be a part of your life. Wha thrill it will be to find yourself among that
group. Hey, what about the 144,000that group. We’'re going to study them in our very next
hour together and you can already answer your avestepn: Will the 144,000 be continuing in
the feasts of the no gods? ...or, will they be kegphe statutes that were given to Israel? No
wonder the 144,000 are called the children of tihe$ of Israel.

Let’s pray together. Our Heavenly father, we paogbank you for the good things that you've
given to us, that we’ve been able to share Scegturoly thoughts, wonderful concepts. We
thank you for Ephesians chapter 2 and the 21 verfsesntext surrounding verse 15 that lets us
know exactly what's going on. We pray, Heavenlyhea, that you'll give us the courage to
stand for what's right in a world that doesn’t. rkee ask it in the name of Yashuah, our Savior,
amen.
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