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Time progresses, often seeming to accelerate. Are
you prepared? Is your family prepared? His
anticipated return is approaching quickly. Bible
Explorations, founded by John and Clara
VanDenburgh, was established to support and teach
individuals during this period. We have Elder John’s
books he called little preachers! They are sent out to
help others learn. We have programs weekly to help
encourage and teach! We have camps two times a
year to join and learn His word. Join us! Passover
and Unleavened Bread is just around the corner! May
is almost here! Be ready and attend this yearly feast
with us! All are welcome.

We try to promote encouragement through study and
sharing of knowledge, rather than by fear or coercion.
Our approach involves studying the Bible and the
Spirit of Prophecy, seeking guidance through prayer
so that we may serve others effectively and
positively. Please reach out and let us know your

needs. You are family! Let’s BE ready for His
return! Do not be afraid! Have faith and strength
through our Father and His Son!

Our Passover/Feast of Unleavened Bread is less than
2 months away! All are invited. Please let us know
if you will be attending and how many. The bed,
food, study, encouragement, joy and fellowship are
all Free! Send an email or call for more information.
We are living in a time we need to be close! Let’s be
ready. It is on a beautiful lake with nice cabins and
good food. We will have Brent Meikle, Sheldon
Lampson, Keith Bond, Kimber Hoffman and more
with us. We can sit in the afternoons and discuss
things, learn and study! Come with questions!
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THE TRUTH ABOUT ANGELS
Ellen G. White

THE COUNCIL OF PEACE

The news of man’s fall spread through heaven—
every harp was hushed. The angels cast their crowns
from their heads in sorrow. All heaven was in
agitation.— 'he Spirit of Prophecy 1:42,

A council was held to decide what must be done with
the guilty pair—Spiritual Gifts 3:44.

The anxiety of the angels seemed to be intense while
Jesus was communing with His Father. Three times
He was shut in by the glorious light about the Father,
and the third time He came from the Father, His
person could be seen.... He then made known to the
angelic host that a way of escape had been made for
lost man. He told them that He had been pleading
with His Father, and had offered to give His life a
ransom, to take the sentence of death upon Himself,
that through Him man might find pardon....

At first the angels could not rejoice; for their
Commander concealed nothing from them, but
opened before them the plan of salvation. Jesus told
them that He would ... leave all His glory in heaven,
appear upon earth as a man, humble Himself as a
man, ... and that finally, after His mission as a teacher
would be accomplished, He would be delivered into
the hands of men, and endure almost every cruelty
and suffering that Satan and his angels could inspire
men to inflict; that He would die the cruelest of
deaths, hung up between the heavens and the earth as
a guilty sinner; that He should suffer dreadful hours
of agony, which even angels could not look upon, but
would veil their faces from the sight....

The angels prostrated themselves before Him. They
offered their lives. Jesus said to them that He would
by His death save many; that the life of an angel could
not pay the debt. His life alone could be accepted of
the Father as a ransom for man.—Early Writings,
149, 150.

The angels feared that they [Adam and Eve] would
put forth the hand, and eat of the tree of life, and be

immortal sinners. But God said that He would drive
the transgressors from the garden. Angels were
commissioned immediately to guard the way of the
tree of life.—Spiritual Gifts 1:22.

The angels who had
been appointed to
guard Adam in his
Eden home before
his  transgression
and expulsion from
paradise were now
appointed to guard
the gates of paradise and the way of the tree of life.—
The Review and Herald, February 24, 1874.

When Adam and Eve realized how exalted and sacred
was the law of God, the transgression of which made
so costly a sacrifice necessary to save them and their
posterity from utter ruin, they pled to die themselves,
or to let them and their posterity endure the penalty
of their transgression, rather than that the beloved
Son of God should make this great sacrifice....

Adam was informed that an angel’s life could not pay
the debt. The law of Jehovah, the foundation of His
government in heaven and upon earth, was as sacred
as God Himself; and for this reason the life of
an angel could not be accepted of God as a sacrifice
for its transgression.... The Father could not abolish
nor change one precept of His law to meet man in his
fallen condition. But the Son of God, who had in
unison with the Father created man, could make an
atonement for man acceptable to God....

When Adam, according to God’s special directions,
made an offering for sin, it was to him a most painful
ceremony. His hand must be raised to take life, which
God alone could give, and make an offering for sin.
It was the first time he had witnessed death. As he
looked upon the bleeding victim, writhing in the
agonies of death, he was to look forward by faith to
the Son of God, whom the victim prefigured.—The
Spirit of Prophecy 1:50-53.
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ADAM AND EVE EXPELLED FROM EDEN

They [Adam and Eve] were informed that they would
have to lose their Eden home.... It was not safe for
them to remain in the garden of Eden, lest in their
state of sin, they gain access to the tree of life.—

They [Adam and Eve] earnestly entreated that they
might remain in the home of their innocence and joy.
They confessed that they had forfeited all right to that
happy abode, but pledged themselves for the future to
yield strict obedience to God. But they were told that
their nature had become depraved by sin; they had
lessened their strength to resist evil, and had opened
the way for Satan to gain more ready access to them.
In their innocence they had yielded to temptation; and
now, in a state of conscious guilt, they would have
less power to maintain their integrity.

In humility and unutterable sadness they bade
farewell to their beautiful home, and went forth to
dwell upon the earth, where rested the curse of sin.—

Holy angels were sent to drive out the disobedient
pair from the garden, while other angels guarded the
way to the tree of life. Each one of these mighty
angels had in his right hand a glittering sword.—

Strong angels, with beams of light representing
flaming swords turning in every direction, were
placed as sentinels to guard the way of the tree of life
from the approach of Satan and the guilty pair.—

It was Satan’s studied plan that Adam and Eve should
disobey God, receive His frown, and then partake of
the tree of life, that they might perpetuate a life of sin.
But holy angels were sent to debar their way to the
tree of life. Around these angels flashed beams of
light on every side, which had the appearance of
glittering swords.— )

After the fall, Satan bade his angels make special
effort to foster the belief in man’s natural
immortality; and when they had induced the people

to receive this error, they led them to conclude that
the sinner would live in eternal misery.—
...To Be Continued.

The following is from
Christian Experience and
Teachings from Ellen G.
White. It was something I
; had not read before and

found to be full of
interesting and inspiring information about her life
and how we can use it in our own personal lives today
to get closer to our Saviour and be ready for His soon
return.

CHILDHOOD
Chapter 1

I was born at Gorham, Maine, November 26, 1827.
My parents, Robert and Eunice Harmon, were for
many years residents of this State. In early life they
became earnest and devoted members of the
Methodist Episcopal Church. In that church they held
prominent connection, and labored for the conversion
of sinners, and to build up the cause of God, for a
period of forty years. During this time they had the
joy of seeing their children, eight in number, all
converted and gathered into the fold of Christ.

Misfortune: While I was but a child, my parents
removed from Gorham to Portland, Maine. Here, at
the age of nine years, an accident happened to me
which was to affect my whole life. In company with
my twin sister and one of our schoolmates, I was
crossing a common in the city of Portland, when a girl
about thirteen years of age, becoming angry at some
trifle, threw a stone that hit me on the nose. I was
stunned by the blow, and fell senseless to the ground.

When consciousness returned, I found myself in a
merchant’s store. A kind stranger offered to take me
home in his carriage, but I, not realizing my
weakness, told him that I preferred to walk.

Those present were not aware that my injury was so
serious and allowed me to go; but after walking only
a few rods, I grew faint and dizzy. My twin sister and
my schoolmate carried me home. I have no
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recollection of anything further for some time after
the accident. My mother said that I noticed nothing,
but lay in a stupor for three weeks. No one but herself
thought it possible for me to recover, but for some
reason she felt that I would live.

When I again aroused to consciousness, it seemed to
me that I had been asleep. I did not remember the
accident, and was ignorant of the cause of my illness.
A great cradle had been made for me, and in it I lay
for many weeks. I was reduced almost to a skeleton.

At this time I began to pray the Lord to prepare me
for death. When Christian friends visited the family,
they would ask my mother if she had talked with me
about dying. I overheard this, and it roused me. I
desired to become a Christian, and prayed earnestly
for the forgiveness of my sins. I felt a peace of mind
resulting, and loved everyone, feeling desirous that
all should have their sins forgiven, and love Jesus as
I did. I gained strength very slowly.

As I became able to join in play with my young
friends, I was forced to learn the bitter lesson that our
personal appearance often makes a difference in the
treatment we receive from our companions.

Education: My health
seemed to be hopelessly
impaired. For two years I
could not breathe through
my nose, and was able to
attend school but little. It
seemed impossible for me
to study and to retain what I learned. The same girl
who was the cause of my misfortune, was appointed
monitor by our teacher, and it was among her duties
to assist me in my writing and other lessons. She
always seemed sincerely sorry for the great injury she
had done me, although I was careful not to remind her
of it.

She was tender and patient with me and seemed sad
and thoughtful as she saw me laboring under serious
disadvantages to get an education. My nervous
system was prostrated, and my hand trembled so that
I made but little progress in writing and could get no

farther than the simple copies in coarse hand. As I
endeavored to bend my mind to my studies, the letters
on the page would run together, great drops of
perspiration would stand upon my brow, and a
faintness and dizziness would seize me. I had a bad
cough, and my whole system seemed debilitated.

My teachers advised me to leave school and not
pursue my studies further till my health should
improve. It was the hardest struggle of my young life
to yield to my feebleness, and decide that I must leave
my studies, and give up the hope of gaining an
education.

CONVERSION
Chapter 2

In March, 1840, William Miller visited Portland,
Maine, and gave a course of lectures on the second
coming of Christ. These lectures produced a great
sensation, and the Christian church on Casco Street,
where the discourses were given, was crowded day
and night. No wild excitement attended the meetings,
but a deep solemnity pervaded the minds of those
who heard.

Not only was a great interest manifested in the city,
but the country people flocked in day after day,
bringing their lunch baskets, and remaining from
morning until the close of the evening meeting. In
company with my friends, I attended these meetings.

Mr. Miller traced down the prophecies with an
exactness that struck conviction to the hearts of his
hearers. He dwelt upon the prophetic periods and
brought many proofs to strengthen his position. Then
his solemn and powerful appeals and admonitions to
those who were unprepared, held the crowds as if
spellbound.

A Spiritual Revival: Special meetings were
appointed where sinners might have an opportunity
to seek their Saviour and prepare for the fearful
events soon to take place. Terror and conviction
spread through the entire city. Prayer meetings were
established, and there was a general awakening
among the various denominations; for they all felt
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more or less the influence that proceeded from the
teaching of the near coming of Christ.

When sinners were invited forward to the anxious
seat, hundreds responded to the call; and I, among the
rest, pressed through the crowd and took my place
with the seekers. But there was in my heart a feeling
that I could never become worthy to be called a child
of God. I had often sought for the peace there is in
Christ, but I could not seem to find the freedom I
desired. A terrible sadness rested on my heart. I could
not think of anything I had done to cause me to feel
sad; but it seemed to me that I was not good enough
to enter heaven, that such a thing would be altogether
too much for me to expect.

A lack of confidence in myself, and a conviction that
it would be impossible to make anyone understand
my feelings, prevented me from seeking advice and
aid from my Christian friends. Thus I wandered
needlessly in darkness and despair, while they, not
penetrating my reserve, were entirely ignorant of my
true state.

Righteousness By Faith: The following summer my
parents went to the Methodist camp meeting at
Buxton, Maine, e
taking me with
them. I was fully
resolved to seek
the Lord in earnest
there, and obtain,
if possible, the
pardon of my sins. There was a great longing in my
heart for the Christian’s hope and the peace that
comes of believing.

I was much encouraged while listening to a discourse
from the words, “So will I go in unto the king, ... and
if I perish, I perish.” Esther 4:16. In his remarks the
speaker referred to those who were wavering between
hope and fear, longing to be saved from their sins and
receive the pardoning love of Christ, yet held in doubt
and bondage by timidity and fear of failure. He
counseled such ones to surrender themselves to God,
and venture upon His mercy without delay. They
would find a gracious Saviour ready to present to

them the scepter of mercy, even as Ahasuerus offered
to Esther the signal of his favor.

All that was required of the sinner, trembling in the
presence of his Lord, was to put forth the hand of faith
and touch the scepter of His grace. That touch insured
pardon and peace. Those who were waiting to make
themselves more worthy of divine favor before they
ventured to claim the promises of God, were making
a fatal mistake. Jesus alone cleanses from sin; He
only can forgive our transgressions. He has pledged
Himself to listen to the petition and grant the prayer
of those who come to Him in faith.

Many have a vague idea that they must make some
wonderful effort in order to gain the favor of God.
But all self-dependence is vain. It is only by
connecting with Jesus through faith that the sinner
becomes a hopeful, believing child of God.

These words comforted me, and gave me a view of
what I must do to be saved. I now began to see my
way more clearly, and the darkness began to pass
away. | earnestly sought the pardon of my sins and
strove to give myself entirely to the Lord. But my
mind was often in great distress, because I did not
experience the spiritual ecstasy that I considered
would be the evidence of my acceptance with God,
and I dared not believe myself converted without it.
How much I needed instruction concerning the
simplicity of faith!

The Burden Lifted: While bowed at the altar with
others who were seeking the Lord, all the language of
my heart was: “Help, Jesus; save me, or I perish! I
will never cease to entreat till my prayer is heard and
my sins are forgiven.” I felt my needy, helpless
condition as never before. As I knelt and prayed,
suddenly my burden left me, and my heart was light.

At first a feeling of alarm came over me, and I tried
to resume my load of distress. It seemed to me that |
had no right to feel joyous and happy. But Jesus
seemed very near to me; I felt able to come to Him
with all my griefs, misfortunes, and trials, even as the
needy ones came to Him for relief when He was upon
earth. There was a surety in my heart that He
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understood my peculiar trials and sympathized with
me. | can never forget this precious assurance of the
pitying tenderness of Jesus toward one so unworthy
of His notice. I learned more of the divine character
of Christ in that short period, when bowed among the
praying ones, than ever before.

One of the mothers in Israel came to me and said,
“Dear child, have you found Jesus?” I was about to
answer, “Yes,” when she exclaimed, “Indeed you
have; His peace is with you, I see it in your face!”

Again and again I said to myself: “Can this be
religion? Am I not mistaken?” It seemed too much for
me to claim, too exalted a privilege. Though too timid
to confess it openly, I felt that the Saviour had blessed
me and pardoned my sins.

In Newness Of Life: Soon after this the camp
meeting closed, and we started for home. My mind
was full of the sermons, exhortations, and prayers we
had heard. Everything in nature seemed changed.
During the meeting, clouds and rain had prevailed a
greater part of the time, and my feelings had been in
harmony with the weather. Now the sun shone bright
and clear, and flooded the earth with light and
warmth. The trees and grass were a fresher green, the
sky a deeper blue. The earth seemed to smile under
the peace of God.

So the rays of the Sun of Righteousness had
penetrated the clouds and darkness of my mind, and
dispelled its gloom. It seemed to me that everyone
must be at peace with God and animated by His
Spirit. Everything that my eyes rested upon seemed
to have undergone a change. The trees were more
beautiful, and the birds sang more sweetly than ever
before; they seemed to be praising the Creator in their
songs. I did not care to talk, for fear this happiness
might pass away, and I should lose the precious
evidence of Jesus’ love for me. My life appeared to
me in a different light. The affliction that had
darkened my childhood seemed to have been dealt me
in mercy, for my good, to turn my heart away from
the world and its unsatisfying pleasures, and incline
it toward the enduring attractions of heaven.

Soon after our return from the camp meeting, I, with
several others, was taken into the church on
probation. My mind was very much exercised on the
subject of baptism. Young as I was, I could see but
one mode of baptism authorized by the Scriptures,
and that was immersion. Some of my Methodist
sisters tried in vain to convince me that sprinkling
was Bible baptism. Finally, the time was appointed
for us to receive this solemn ordinance. It was a
windy day when we, twelve in number, went down
into the sea to be baptized. The waves ran high and
dashed upon the shore, but as I took up this heavy
cross, my peace was like a river. When I arose from
the water, my strength was nearly gone, for the power
of the Lord rested upon me. I felt that henceforth I
was not of this world but had risen from the watery
grave into a newness of life. The same day in the
afternoon 1 was received into the church in full
membership.

Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and
shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for
a little moment, until the indignation be
overpast. Isaiah 26:20.

In the day of fierce trial He [Christ] will say, “Come,
my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy
doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for a little
moment, until the indignation be overpast.” What are
the chambers in which they are to hide? They are the
protection of Christ and holy angels. The people of
God are not at this time all in one place. They are in
different companies, and in all parts of the
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I saw the saints leaving the cities and villages, and
associating together in companies, and living in the
most solitary places. Angels provided them food and
water, while the w1cked were suffering from hunger
and thirst.®

During the night a very impressive scene passed
before me. There seemed to be great confusion and
the conflict of armies. A messenger from the Lord
stood before me, and said, “Call your household. I
will lead you; follow me.” He led me down a dark
passage, through a forest, then through the clefts of
mountains, and said, “Here you are safe.” There were
others who had been led to this retreat. The heavenly
messenger said. “The time of trouble has come as a
thief in the night, as the Lord warned you it would

come.” ®!

In the time of trouble just before the coming of Christ,
the righteous will be preserved through the
ministration of heavenly angels; but there will be no
security for the transgressor of God’s law. Angels
cannot then protect those who are dlsregardlng one of
the divine precepts.®?

In the closing period of earth’s history the Lord will
work mightily in behalf of those who stand
steadfastly for the right.... In the midst of the time of
trouble—trouble such as has not been since there was
a nation—His chosen ones will stand unmoved. Satan
with all the hosts of evil cannot destroy the weakest
of God’s saints. Angels that excel in strength will
protect them, and in their behalf Jehovah will reveal
Himself as a “God of gods,” able to save to the
utterrnost those who have put their trust in
Him.%

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, that I will
send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor
a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the
Lord: and they shall wander from sea to sea, and
from the north even to the east, they shall run to and
fro to seek the word of the Lord, and shall not find
it.

And as mercy’s sweet voice died away, fear and
horror seized the wicked. With terrible distinctness
they heard the words, “Too late! too late!” ¢

Christ [on the cross] felt much as sinners will feel
when the vials of God’s wrath shall be poured out
upon them. Black despair like the pall of death will
gather about their guilty souls, and then they will
realize to the fullest extent the sinfulness of sin.%

Those who had not prized God’s Word were hurrying
to and fro, wandering from sea to sea, and from the
north to the east, to seek the Word of the Lord. Said
the angel, “They shall not find it. There is a famine in
the land; not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water,
but for hearing the words of the Lord. What would
they not give for one word of approval from God! ...

Many of the wicked were greatly enraged as they
suffered the effects of the plagues. It was a scene of
fearful agony. Parents were bitterly reproaching their
children, and children their parents, brothers their
sisters, and sisters their brothers.... The people turned
upon their ministers with bitter hate and reproached
them, saying, “’You have not warned us. You told us
that all the world was to be converted, and cried,
Peace, peace, to quiet every fear that was aroused.
You have not told us of this hour; and those who
warned us of it you declared to be fanatics and evil
men, who would ruin us.” But I saw that the ministers
did not escape the wrath of God. Their suffering was
tenfold greater than that of their people.®

In the time when God’s judgments are falling without
mercy, oh, how enviable to the wicked will be the
position of those who abide “in the secret place of the
most High”—the pavilion in which the Lord hides all
who have loved Him and have obeyed His
commandments! ¢’ - Maranatha
pages 270-1

Let us join together and support one another. Let’s
not argue or fight. Pray and ask for divine guidance
in all we do. He is coming soon and we NEED to BE
ready! Let’s share His word and show people why
we are so excited for this glorious day! We have the
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truth! Help Bible Explorations spread the word and
let’s finish the work that was started back in 1994
with this ministry. Let’s be ready for His coming!

MORE BOOKS TO ORDER AND STUDY!

ITHE Sheldon Lampson has a wonderful

AL L book he just published. This is primarily

AN @B a literal translation from the Aramaic
3yip)EEs language of the Old Testament.

TestamTe“m/covenam Also, his other book, Paul and the Law:
Paul's words were subtly altered:
Paul creating “another gospel”.

and the
Law

Both of these are very good and help
with Paul’s words. Many use his words
against the many things we believe. He
e shows the law and statutes were NOT

sessmn  done away with. Both are very good
reads! Enjoy!

Steldon Lampson

oo Ryan Thompson, a Geoscientist.

W ol T cvelation’s Geology: A Believing
Geoscientist’s  Investigation  of

Prophesied Catastrophe & Rescue

- You don’t want to miss what these
gentlemen have studied, uncovered
and learned and want to share with
us! Exciting times we live in! You can find the books
on Amazon! Both Lampson and Thompson are on
our YouTube channel!

Ryan Thompson

mf We will continue to keep you
E updated on all that Bible
"l’n Explorations is doing! Thank you
‘- for your continued support! With
our Father and His Son, we will prevail.
Please check out the Bible Explorations YouTube
channel and be sure to LIKE, SHARE AND
SUBSCRIBE! Share with your family and friends!
BibleExplorations.com/yt is the link! LOTS of great
information in all these studies!

FIND AND FOLLOW US HERE:

BibleExplorations.com (website)
BibleExplorations.com/YT (YouTube Channel)
BibleExplorations.com/Zoom (Live on Sabbath
beginning at 10 a.m. and Wednesday at S p.m.

PST and every camp meeting is live)
Email us: Info@BibleExplorations.com

WAYS YOU CAN SEND DONATIONS: 2

www.Paypal.com -- info@BibleExplorations.com
Call with credit card donations: 1-877-475-1318
Donate stock via our website link (call for more info):
Venmo - @bibleexplorations (Bible Explorations Inc)

Mail checks or money orders to:
Bible Explorations Inc, 217 Cedar St, #288, Sandpoint
ID 83864 (Tax receipts go out in January)

PASSOVER AND UNLEAVENED BREAD
May 2-9, 2026.

Jom Us For Our Next CAMP W!th ,@5’

5!BLE .~
o Fxpmkmmmgr
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