The Adventures of Paul
New Discovery Series by Elder John VanDenburgh

Welcome to tape two — New Discoveries from Old Msaripts. Well, Pentecost had
happened; Paul was converted and spreading trath filom Jerusalem. Actually, we're going
to start about 18 years after the cross when a@arsy arose over, of all things, a problem with
circumcision. That is, circumcision is the cuttioigthe flesh ceremony that pointed to the cross
along with all other cutting of the flesh and bla@dals. In fact, circumcision is known as “a
covenant by blood.” So, we’re going to take a labkhe map to see where Paul is and what's
IZ happening.

If you will notice (see golden arrows) on our map
. Jerusalem, down at the lower right hand corner,
and up north from Jerusalem you’ll see Antioch.
Notice the squares on the map and you’ll see that
there are about 50 miles to each square, so we're
looking at about a 300-mile trip. Paul is going to
make two extra trips because of this controversial
iIssue. It was a serious thing in those days.nElle
White writes about it in the bodgtory of
Redemptionpage 304 and 305. Notice:

L CYPHUS 2
EHITTRAY
Paphn .

ANEAN SEA)

“Certain Jews from Judea raised a general constéoraamong the believing
Gentiles by agitating the question of circumcisidrney asserted with great
assurance that none could be saved without bemgrmicised and keeping the
entire ceremonial law.”

Aren’t you glad, now, you know what the ceremotaa¥ is truly all about. Continuing:

“This was an important question and one which aédahe church in a very
great degree. Paul and Barnabas met it with proraps and opposed
introducing the subject to the Gentiles. The miagsulted in much discussion
and one of harmony in the church until finally ttreurch at Antioch
apprehending that a division among them would oécam any further
discussion of the question, decided to send PaliBarnabas together with somje
responsible men of Antioch to Jerusalem to laymhéer before the apostles an
elders.”

Now, notice, | want to bring the last part of tbisthe screen:

“Meanwhile, all controversy was to cease until @i decision should be made
by the responsible men of the church.”




Now notice:

“This decision was then to be universally acceptedughout the various
churches of the country.”

Well, once again, let's go to our map. And, on map, we'll see where Antioch is again. Now,
we’ll put an arrow at Jerusalem. Now, | want yowsée the round trip he was making. He
would return to Antioch with a decision, so letarefully investigate that decision process.
We're going to do that by looking right into therfpture in Acts 15 verses 19 through 21. Here,
James is presiding at the head of the counsel:

“Wherefore my sentence is that we trouble not tiadmnch from among the
Gentiles are turned to God but they write unto thkat they abstain from
pollutions of idols and from fornication and frotirigs strangled and from
blood, for Moses of old time hath in every citynththat preach him being read i
the synagogue every Sabbath day.”

=

Now friends, if this decision was to be universabcepted then why hasn't it been accepted by
all Christendom today? Why do Christians who eaanpurchase anything but properly
prepared kosher products like the Jews were supgpos#o when they were under those same,
um, shall I say, restrictions? Actually, they whealth benefits.

And the reason Christianity doesn’t is because mb&hristianity believes all these statutes
were nailed to the cross. And besides, meat withmod in it wouldn't taste very good
anyway, just one step above shoe leather.

But, | want you to notice three points. First)ythveould continue to worship on the Sabbath each
week in the local synagogues. And there they wtrddh the rest of the laws of Moses from
week to week. And number three; there were certagessary things they were to know
immediately. Now, let’s get a little more inforr@t and a little more confirmation from Acts
15:28 and 29.

“For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost and to us...”

To whom?

“...to the Holy Ghost and to the apostles, to Igpn you no greater burden than
these necessary things that ye abstain from méfsed to idols and from blood
and from things strangled and from fornication frarhich if you keep
yourselves, ye shall do well.”

Now, please notice four, non-approved items: fmation, things strangled, blood, meats offered
to idols. Of all things — meats offered to idoM/hy? You see, the new Christians were to
immediately understand about meat. They weremeat meats offered to idols. You see, to eat

New Discoveries 2 The Elijah Message



such meat, in a sense, was indicating an allegiemttes idols to which it had been offered. This
would also be an issue because the Gentiles dgrthdn’t want to take steps to make their
sacrifices kosher — that is, without blood.

Now, the text also says not to eat things strang&ell, why did they strangle their meat?

Well, of course, that would keep the blood in itlanake it taste better. Did you know it was
also cheaper to purchase this meat offered to skdause that’'s what it was, an offering, so the
priests of the idolatry would make it very cheaptwchase. But such unkosher food had been
declared unfit for the children of Yahweh.

So, what would they have to do? Well, they’d htveake their meat home and drain all the
blood out of it which is much more a problem thiawauld be to have done it at the butcher
shop. But, regardless, | want you to notice théualuagreement here between whom?
...mutual agreement between the Holy Spirit, the tpgsand Ellen White. You remember
Ellen White quoted that same statute to the butehero fat, no blood. In other words, the Holy
Spirit, the apostles, and Ellen White all agree theat with blood in it is unfit, unfit for the
universal Christian church, unfit according to Bhay Spirit; it's unfit in the statutes delivered
by God to his people through Moses.

Now fornication is another statute negated in thedshof many, many Christians today. The
statutes teach that there should be no sexuaitsaiivt of wedlock period. But those who teach
the Ten Commandments are the only laws of Godnibed to be observed have opened the
flood gates of sin. You see, there’s nothing alboutication, rape, incest, sex with animals, and
all of these things in the ten, these are all endtatutes.

I’m going to move along a little further now witla@’s journeys and see how he’s carrying
these things throughout the country. In Acts B6d 2, I'm quoting:

“Then came he to Derbe...”

And, if you remember Derbe, that's where he circiged Timothy for public relations purposes.

“...to Derbe and Lystra; and, behold, a certaindjge was there, named
Timotheus, the son of a certain woman, which wdeswess, and believed; but h|s
father was a Greek: Which was well reported oftigyltrethren that were at
Lystra and Iconium.”

Now | mentioned this text as Paul’s traveling uptlmmough Aisa Minor because Lystra was a
place that had no synagogue and | wanted to metitadrbecause definitely we're getting into
gentile country. Now, it isn’'t that they didn’tveJews all around the country like they do
today, they're all over the world, but this is détely more of a Gentile area.
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Now, let's check our map to make sure of where
we are. There’s our map, we’re going to find an
arrow to Jerusalem, and Paul went up to Derbe,
and to Lystra. Acts 16:4 through 9, now this is an
important text on our journey because they will see
there they not only talk the talk, but they walk th
walk. I'm quoting now from that text:

“And as they went through the cities they deliveitesm the decrees for to keep
that were ordained of the apostles and elders whiere at Jerusalem.”

You see, this decree was to be universally accdptedl churches.

“And so were the churches established in the faitld increased in number
daily.”

Not that's very interesting because a lot of pedipilek today if the church would lower its
standards, anything goes type of thing and hawetagparty affair, and whatever, that the
church would grow and people would come into indAvhat the situation is, so what? In other
words, what we're after here is a people who wallldw in the footsteps of the almighty and
walk with Christ and in the Elijah message. Now tlxt goes on to say:

“Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia...”

...see it being underlined (see map on the next page)

“...and the region of Galatia, and were forbiddeintioe Holy Ghost to preach thg
word in Asia, after they were come to Mysia...”

...Mysia was a large territory...

“...they assayed to go into Bithynia: but the Spsuffered them not. And they
passing by Mysia came down to Troas.”

...you see Troas over there...

“And a vision appeared to Paul in the night andrihetood a man of
Macedonia...”
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...way over to the north left side of your map...

“...and prayed him saying, Come over into Macedoaiad help us.”

Now please notice how far they are from
Jerusalem. Jerusalem is in the lower right of your
map, Macedonia is way in the upper left. Now,
let's zero in on Paul and where he’s going toward
Macedonia. Map of Jerusalem and Troas, Troas in
the upper middle of the map now. So, here we go
to Philippi. Philippi is in the part of Macedonia
and in Acts 16:12 when Paul go to Philippi, he
found that there was no synagogue there. This is
another one of those predominantly gentile areas.
In fact, I've been told that they still don’t hase
synagogue there, though I'm not sure of that.

And in this area, without a synagogue, Paul loakedind for Sabbath keepers and he found that
they were meeting out by a riverside. And, outh®yriverside there, he met on the Sabbath with
certain people and baptized a lady called Lydienftbe country of Thyatira. But, anyway, how
do we know using this text that the Sabbath i§ stil

important in the New Testament?

You see, there’s nothing in this text that sayy the
kept the Sabbath. There’s nothing in this text th
says, “Remember to keep the Sabbath holy.”
no, simply by example. They were walking the
walk.

From there they went on to Amphipolis and the
to Apollonia and finally on to Thessalonica. At
Thessalonica now, we’re about 21 years this sid
of the cross and the record states in Acts 17:2:

“And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto thend, timee Sabbath days
reasoned with them out of the scriptures.”

Now tell me, friend, what scriptures was he usirigi®ere wasn't any New Testament yet. He
was using the Old Testament, that’s all they had,the Old Testament teaches the abstinence
of fat, abstinence of the blood, abstinence ofitation, and the keeping of the Sabbath. In
other words, they checked him out, by the scripticesee whether what he was doing was right.
And he proved it to them by the scripture. Ongmim, there’s no command to keep the Sabbath
in the text. The text doesn’t say, “Remember tabb@th day, to keep it holy.” No, it doesn't.
So, how do our evangelists use this text in theis@des to prove the Sabbath is relevant? ...the
fact that they were meeting on the Sabbath. Thegwalking the walk and that’s evidence
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enough. And, also, the fact that he was teachmg the scripture and what did the Old
Testament scripture teach regarding the Sabbath?

Now, we went from there to Berea, things got kind
of rough for him in that area so he moved down to
Berea in Acts 17:10 and it says the Bereans were
more noble because they searched the scriptures to
see whether what he was teaching was true. Well,
once again, what scriptures did they search? Well,
they searched the Old Testament [for] the things
that Paul was teaching. In other words, if it's no

in the Old Testament, it may not be the right
interpretation. So, they checked it out to make
sure that it was while he was there teaching and
preaching and sharing and reading the scriptures
with them.

Some of the Thessalonicans came down to do him.h#reeems that Paul’s straight testimony
regarding the statutes did cause some divisiottgeithurches and did bring about some
problems and some persecutions. Well, Paul ha
to escape and he escaped by sea and he went t
Greece. Now he’s getting in a ship and he’s
traveling a little bit more comfortably and a kttl
faster than over land.

Going down to Athens... You remember, this is
where the Mars Hill episode took place and he
began teaching them about the unknown God a
then from Athens, if you move over a little bit to
the left you'll see he’s going to Corinth. And at
Corinth he met and recruited Aquila and Pricilla,

the tent makers. You know, he didn't really enfoyrinth all that much and he didn’t want to
stay but the Holy Spirit impressed him to stay ¢hier a while. God let him know that he had a
lot of good people there so Paul stayed about smxths and finally, with Aquila and Pricilla, he
sailed to Ephesus.

Well, | want you to see the sailing by dots there
and finally | want to underline Ephesus so you'll
see right where they went to. But, they didn’ysta
at Ephesus very long. It was only a short stay.
The reason for the short stay is given in Acts
18:20. | want you to see this:
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“When they desired him to tarry longer time witlent, he consented not...”

Oh, the little church at Ephesus was growing aeg thkanted Paul to stay. He said, no:

“...but bade them farewell, saying, | must by aflans keep this feast which
cometh in Jerusalem; but I will return again untwuy if God will. And he sailed
from Ephesus.”

Now, it may be a little presumptuous, yet, but s@ssume that it's correct to keep the feasts
because that's what he did. He was still keepnegstatutes and he was still walking the walk.
Some keep the Sabbath simply because that’s wiaitiheBut, actually, of course, he did other
things in Jerusalem besides keeping the feasts.ifBue take him at face value, that's what he
did go for and Ellen White agrees. He did keepftiasts.

| looked up this word keep in Webster’s Ninth Cgile Dictionary and do you know what |
came up with, the very first meanings for the wkedp? Notice them on the screen, number
one, to take notice by appropriate conduct; nuniey to be faithful to; number three, to act in
fitting relation to such as a Sabbath; number foupreserve; and the dictionary also said to
maintain. In other words, if we just simply useglish language, he’s saying | must by all
means preserve, maintain, be faithful to, use gp@te conduct, and act in fitting relationship to
this feast that cometh to Jerusalem. He was nog lkeep as to keep something in your pocket,
you know, that wouldn’t make sense at all.

But, wouldn't it be nice if he had used the word&ath instead of feast? Now, think about this
for a minute. That would have been very helptéihe had said | must by all means keep this
Sabbath that cometh to Jerusalem, meaning the thettayp Sabbath. | think if he had of done
that, we would use that in our arsenal of textsaypthat it was the thing to do. Ellen White put
it this way,Acts of the Apostlepage 269:

“After leaving Corinth, Paul's next scene of labeas Ephesus. He was on his
way to Jerusalem to attend approaching festival hiscstay at Ephesus was
necessarily brief.”

Why was he going to Jerusalem? ...to attend an appnog festival. The Bible said to keep the
feast. Were there other reasons? Oh absolutel
there were other reasons — but this was certain
one of them.

Well, we're back in Jerusalem now. We're
moving right along in Paul’'s journeys. We're
about 25 years this side of the cross as we
continue. Paul is about to begin his third
missionary journey and | want you to notice the
map, now, look down at the corner there and see
Jerusalem with a little arrow starting to go upwa
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This time we’re going to take him right through
Phrygia and Galatia and then to Ephesus again.
And would you believe that this time he stayed
about three years? In fact, at Ephesus was where
he wrote his first letter to the Corinthians. That
letter probably went by ship. | tried to put a few
black dashes on the map there to show how much
quicker it would have been to send the letter to
Corinth by ship than a long round trip through
Macedonia.

All right, let's look at some of the letter he weot
Old Manuscripts, yes, but we're finding new disawe®. | Corinthians 5:7 and 8:

“Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye mayalbeew lump, as ye are
unleavened.”

What does that mean, “ye are unleavened?” Walietivas some sin going on in that church
and Paul addressed it and sin represented by legeersee, they got the sinner situation taken
care of, but it's also true that if they were keepunleavened, they would have gotten the leaven
out of their homes. But one is actually a symbidhe other and those who would keep the
unleavened bread are reminding themselves thagrassion has to go. So he says:

“Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye mayalbeew lump, as ye are
unleavened. For even Christ our Passover is saedffor us...” praise God for
that. “...therefore let us keep the feasts, nahwid leaven, neither with the
leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the wdead bread of sincerity and
truth.”

Now, notice, “therefore let us keep the feastsut Bow? ...in sincerity and truth. And why?
...to honor the Christ our Passover sacrifice for us.

Now, once again, dear friends, if he had saiddeherefore keep, reserve, maintain, be faithful
to, act in fitting relationship to the Sabbath, ws would have jumped on that with all fours and
used it in every evangelism crusade. As an examgbiat if it should have read let us keep the

seventh-day Sabbath with sincerity and truth artawuith lots of malice and wickedness. Would
we be using that? But, instead, he encouraged thémmve a good attitude toward one another
while keeping the Passover.

Now, he continues his letter, | Corinthians 16:;7h&s is kind of an interesting note, too, where
he says:

“For 1 will not see you now, by the way, but | ttie tarry awhile with you if the
Lord permit, but | will tarry at Ephesus until Pegbst.”

New Discoveries 8 The Elijah Message



What did he say? He said:

“I will tarry at Ephesus until Pentecost.”

So, in conclusion, what he’s saying, to those ¢&mgdy the statutes, is simply, quote:

In Corinth you can keep the Passover without ménasot going to be there in
time, but do it right with sincerity and truth. t&f we have Pentecost here in
Ephesus, I'll resume traveling towards you.

Acts of the Apostleslks a little bit about that experience on pagg, 2

“For over three years Ephesus was the center offBavork. A flourishing
church was raised up here and from this city thepgb spread throughout the
province of Asia, both among the Jews and Geritiles.

Friends, that's a part of the quote. We'll getlte rest later. But, think about it, if the feasésl
been done away, he had three years to get the geeaseoss. Actually, to dispense with the
feasts, that the Gentiles hadn’t been keeping apywauld have been a lot easier thing to teach
than the absence of blood, fornication, and idglaBut, there’s no such word like that.

Here, in Ephesus, as in Philippi, a little latex,dinose to remain until the feast was completed
before going on his journey. In other words, wekpect to the statutes, at this point in his
experience, he’s still walking the walk.

Now, let’s look at the rest of the story. The rafsfcts of the Apostlepage 291.:

“The apostle had now for sometime been contempgatimother missionary
journey. He purposed in the spirit when he hadgspdghrough Macedonia and
Achaia to go to Jerusalem saying after | have hbere | must also see Rome. |In
harmony with his plan he sent to Macedonia twdefit that ministered to him,
Timotheus and Erastus. But feeling that the cauggphesus still demanded his
presence he decided to remain until after Pentetost

It's interesting how the Spirit would impress Eldfite to simply write it like it is. And that
was beautiful. You see, this is a perfectly lobtbang for a statute keeper to do and it's
certainly something we should investigate a littiere thoroughly.

Now, before leaving Ephesus, Demetrius the imageemeaused everything to be totally
disastrous, in that city, for the apostle PaululPad been preaching against idolatry and
Demetrius was a maker of idols and so he got otbfengs same craft to get rid of Paul because
Paul’s preaching was destroying their businesdadt) the text is given in Acts chapter 20,
verses 1 through 3, so let's read it together.
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“And after the uproar was ceased, Paul called umito the disciples and
embraced them...”

Doesn't that sound good — warm fellowship?

“...and departed for to go into Macedonia. And whe had gone over those
parts, and had given them much exhortation, he datoeGreece, and there
abode three months.”

Now, notice:

“And when the Jews laid wait for him, as he waswho sail into Syria he
purposed to return through Macedonia.”

The Gentiles are much more receptive to his
message than some of the Jews. Nevertheless, he
preached also to the Jews and he loved his
countrymen, and many of them were converted,
but these were not and they turned on him.

Let's look at Ephesus. In fact, notice the
underlining in Ephesus below that red dot. Look
at the route to Greece, a long way. My, that
would have been a lot shorter to go by boat but
then he wouldn’t have gotten to preach in
Macedonia.

Now, he’s in Corinth. And he’s having trouble.
To stay alive he had to take the long way aroun
Notice how he had to go. Sailing certainly woul
have been a lot shorter if you'll notice thosdditt
black dots.

Now, Acts of the Apostlesy Ellen White, page
389 and 390, tells us about this account. And I
going to read just a few short paragraphs from t
book because some of us may be facing that s
type of persecution and here it shows us very
clearly that when persecution is in an area, don’t

just walk in it boldly and preach truth where yawk truth isn’t going to be wanted.. But,
circumvent the area and go somewhere else. Nawcenthe quotation:

“Having completed his work at Corinth, he deterndrie sail directly for one of
the ports in Palestine. That's what he wanteddo All the arrangements had
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been made and he was about to step on board theasli he was told of a plot
by the Jews to take his life. In the past, thegmsers of the faith had been foil¢d
in all their efforts to put the end to the apostiesrk.”

Next quote:

“The success attending the preaching of the gospmised the anger of the Jews
anew. From every quarter were coming account@fkpread of the new
doctrine by which Jews were released from the ofagsee of the rites of the
ceremonial law and Gentiles were admitted to beakptivileges with the Jews
as children of Abraham.”

Praise God for that.

“Paul in his preaching at Corinth presented the saanguments which he urged
so forcibly in his epistles. His emphatic statetn@rhat there is neither Greek
nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision’ (Col 3)1%as regarded by his
enemies as daring blaspheme and they determinédithaoice should be
silenced.”

Oh, can you hear the hate in that?

“Upon receiving the warning of the plot, Paul deettito go around by way of
Macedonia.”

The long way around by foot or animal, camel, dgnkewhatever:

“His plan to reach Jerusalem in time for the Passioservices had to be given yp
but he hoped to be there at Pentecost.”

You know, this is getting more interesting all three, isn’t it? Here’s a rather long paragraph,
let's go through it:

“Accompanying Paul and Luke were Sopater of Bem @f the Thessalonians,
Aristarchus and Secundus, and Gaius of Derbe, amdbtheus and of Asia
Tychicus and Trophimus. Paul had with him a lasgen of money from the
Gentile churches which he proposed to place irhtieds of the brethren in
charge of the work in Judea.”

That’'s good public relations.
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“Because of this he made arrangements for theseesgmtative brethren from
various contributive churches to accompany himeidalem.”

Yes, not only good public relations but the Jew3arusalem were being persecuted and they
needed it. Now, listen to this last paragraph wéogely:

“At Philippi,”

A long way around now, he can’t get to Jerusalemmie for Passover — but:

“At Philippi, Paul tarried to keep the Passover.”

He did what? ...still walking the walk.

“Only Luke remained with him, the other memberthefcompany passing on to
Troas to wait him there.”

Yes, they went by ship.

“The Philippians were the most loving and truehedrof the apostle’s converts
and during the eight days of the feast he enjoygby communion with them.”

Now, friends, | don’t want to belabor a point, barce again, if the text had said at Philippi Paul
tarried to keep the Sabbath — instead of sayingd teeted to keep the Passover... Oh,
wouldn’t we be delighted?

Paul didn’t keep the Passover to placate the Jawsa@re than he kept the Sabbath to placate
the Jews. He kept it with his predominantly Gentibnverts at Philippi, a city where there was
no synagogue.

Well, we're getting into some very exciting thingsdon’t want to lose any of you because

we’re going to get deeper and richer very shonti¢f @e’re going to see more and more of the
statutes in the New Testament. But, right now evgoing to take a break and a chance to
refresh yourself; maybe reverse a little bit araklat some things again, or just take a break and
we’ll be right back — we’ll be bringing more of tls¢éory — new discoveries from old
manuscripts, indeed!

Time to push the pause
button. Otherwise we
willl be right back.,
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Well, welcome back. We had a nice break. | hapedid, too. When we left we were
discussing Paul keeping the Passover with his &erdnverts there in Philippi. Now, to a
statute keeper, it makes sense. If they weredmserts then who had taught them the Passover
in the first place? So, actually, what have wensaefar? And keep in mind Ellen White once
said, in fact it's recorded two or three times tiha festival of the Jews was done away with
forever. Pretty soon we’re going to have to pat together with what we’re seeing; and find
that it doesn’t contradict.

Well, right now let’s look and see that Paul waging to keep Passover at Corinth; delaying at
Ephesus for the Feast of Pentecost; wanting to Raspover at Jerusalem; keeping Passover and
Unleavened Bread at Philippi; and determined ta@derusalem in time for the next Feast of
Pentecost. Did you ever wonder why he did alhat? Was he actually still walking the walk?
Was he still keeping the customs of the Jewishefath

Well, at the end of his ministry he certainly sh&lwas. In fact, in Acts 28:17 he told his Jewish
friends that he had committed nothing against tietamns of their fathers. Then why do so
many scholars interpret some of his writings asigfiohe did? We’ll look at all of those

writings in the near future and we’ll see that aally didn’t.

Well, the story picks up in Acts 20, verse 6, whiesays:

“And we sailed away from Philippi, after the daysunleavened bread, and canje
unto them to Troas in five days; where we abodersedays.”

Yes, he is really taking the long way around toidvbat terrible confrontation against those
who wanted to take his life. In fact, even thipexence, going from Philippi down to Troas
added five days to it, plus all the slowness ofttagel up to Philippi. But, Paul finally left
Philippi; but not until after the full eight day$ the feast was completed. No more than he left
Ephesus until after the Feast of Pentecost was ledeap

Are you finding this interesting? Philippians 4sSertainly a powerful text for the book of
Philippians is written back to that church wherehhd just kept the Passover and Unleavened
Bread. Now, notice what he tells them in the fettbat he writes to them.

“Those things which ye have both learned, and neaxbiand heard, and seen in
me, do; and the God of peace shall be with you.”

“Those things which ye have both learned, and nesxbi and heard, and seen in
me, do...”

Friends, what was the last thing they saw him doReep the feast. Did you know that in the
very next century Polycarp wrote some interestiogds about this text. I'm going to call them
up on the screen for you frokltasterpiece of Christian Literature
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“His (Paul’s) purpose in writing to the Philippians
was not to advance new and original ideas but to
remind the church at Philippi of the faith which it
had been taught.”

- o : Friends, it had been taught the same thing that was
is (Paul's) purpose in writing to the

Philippians was not to advance new taught from the statutes. Actually, how long had
and original ideas, but to remind the these things really been taught? Did you know that
church at Philippi of the faith which it they had been taught before Polycarp and before
FRC- DR UGN Paul and even long before Moses: who lived 1,500
years before either one of them? In fact, why not
trace these things from Moses all the way back to
creation. You know, a lot of people think thesegls were all added because of sin at the cross
but not this part.

Let's take a look. Looking &choes from Mount Sinaivhich was about 1,500 years before
Paul, and listen to the writings of Moses.

“Therefore thou shalt love the Lord they God andgkéis charge and his statut¢s
and his judgments and his commandments always.”

Notice the word love in the text? Obedience to Goalways considered an expression of love.
Now, about 400 years before Moses is the storpségh. Everyone admires Joseph because of
his integrity, a wonderful person. The story ofejoh should be told to every early teen. But
from Psalm 81:3-5 notice what it says:

“Blow up the trumpet in the new moon, in the
time appointed...” A time appointed is “moed” i
Hebrew. “...on our solemn feast day.” What
solemn feast day was appointed at a new moon
Well the answer, the Feast of Trumpets on the
new moon of the seventh month every year. Joseph

Psalms B1:3-5

Centuries before Sinal

“Blow the trumpet in the new moun, in the

time appeinted, on nor solemn feast day, For

this was a statete for Israel, and a Law of the

Godl of Jacoh. This He ordained in Joscph

for a testimony when be went out through
the land of Egypt:”

The text goes on: “For this was a statute for Isra
and a law of the God of Jacob.” Was the Feast
Trumpets originally a law of Jacob or a law of th
God of Jacob? Right away you see it's the law
the God of Jacob, and Jacob lived centuries befBte
Moses.

The text goes on: “This he ordained in Joseph testimony, when he went out through the
land of Egypt...”

Oh friends, he may have had a hard time learniadathguage at first when he went to Egypt but

he certainly understood the Feast of Trumpets. yaudmight wonder, why the Feast of
Trumpets? Trumpets was a warning of judgment tnecoWhat was about to happen to Egypt?
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Now, Joseph’s great uncle Lot lived three
generations before Joseph. A statute keeper sees
his story as something awesome. Notice in
Genesis 19:3:

Centuries belare Sinal

Lot “And he...” ...speaking of Lot... “..pressed
Genesis 19:3 B upon them...” ...the “them” were angels
And he prossed upon them greaty, and they appearing as men... “A.nd he prgssed upon them
turned in unto him, and entered into his greatly and they turned in unto him, and entered
o0s#;-ARd Ae macs fhaw & Tk and did into his house; and the made them a feast, and did

bake unleavened bread and they did eat."

bake unleavened bread, and they did eat.”

What kind of a feast? What did they have? ...urdead bread! Now, Lot would have
provided the very best food that he had for hisstgjeand I'm sure he did, except for the bread.
And when it came to the bread — to his special gueshe gave them flat, tasteless, cooked
dough. Why do you suppose? One week of unleaviereadi is commanded in the statutes,
later, but evidently known by Lot, as well as Jdsegnd Abraham.

Lot may of well sensed that his visitors were
holy men and he wasn’t about to break the stat
in their presence. Now, let's go to Abraham
before Lot and, of course, centuries before Sin
where it says, “Because that Abraham obeyed
My voice, and kept My charge, My Abraham
commandments, My statutes, and My laws.” It Genesis 26:5
so amazing that people teach, from pulpits, tha
the statutes weren’t added until Mount Sinai!
Here we have Abraham, centuries before Sina
keeping the statutes. ...Lot, Joseph, and so o

Centuries balare Sinal

“Hecamse that Ahraham oheved My voiee,
mnd kept My charge. My commandms s,
My statubes, and Yy laws™

In fact, if you want to know the truth about itetktatutes were really a problem before the flood
— Noah’s day. That's right! From Manuscript Redes, Volume Two, notice as | quote it.

“Men may trace, in the broken service of the eatttie, evidence of the flood.
Men thought themselves wiser than God, and altegeto wise to obey his laws
keep his commandments, and obey the statutes anuldbepts of Jehovah.”
(2MR p.307, 4/29/1886

Well, of course, you know they knew the statutesieethe flood, anyway, how else would
Noah have known the difference between clean anttan animals? So, centuries upon
centuries later, Polycarp said that Paul was ramthieg anything new and original and he
certainly wasn’t. His teachings were things ofemidlays.

Now, they might appear new and original to us kmitta Paul or Polycarp. You know, before
we complete Paul’s journeys, we should even gdéurinto the past to see that the divine feasts
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were established way back at creation — of allghinWe’re going to look at creation and we’re
going to study from Genesis, chapter 1, verseTl#ke writing of the starry heavens at creation,
the King James Bible says, speaking of the suntladhoon and the what-not:

“Let them be for signs and for seasons for days yeats.”

Now this word seasons is very interesting and lladghe SDA Bible Commentary brings it out.
First Volume BC page 213, where it speaks of tlsesesons as yearly returning festival periods.
That's right! Whose yearly returning festival pets? Well, who put them up there? And, of
course, other definite times. Now, creation fréma New English Version:

“Let them be for festivals and for seasons andyfars.”

The signs in the heavens, the sun, the moon and,det us tell from those when seasons begin,
festivals, for seasons. Whose festivals? Welb phit up the signs? From the Good News
Bible:

“Let them serve for the time when days and yeadsraligious festivals begin.”

You see, it was all set in the stars way backedtarn. Many centuries after creation, as God'’s
people were taken out of Egypt, God gave them angien of these things through Moses. Let’s
see that reminder. We’re going back to Sinai, ndis is centuries, of course, this side of
creation. Leviticus 23:2-4, after 400 years of/etg in Egypt:

“Speak unto the children of Israel and say to thmmcerning the feasts of the
Lord which ye shall proclaim to be holy convocasipaven these are My feasts,
Six days shall work be done: but the seventh dtheiSabbath of rest, an holy
convocation, ye shall do no work therein, it is 8abbath of the Lord in all your
dwellings.”

It's even clearer that the Sabbath is his firssfea— in the NIV — but the King James is very
good.

“These are the feasts of the Lord.”

Who's feasts? ...the Lord’s feasts. When were gegblished? ...at creation. Who enjoyed
them? ...the patriarchs and now they are being tegehrough Moses.

“Even holy convocations ye shall proclaim in thegasons.”

After this text he discusses the annual ones.ofitthese are the seasons of the Lord whose
timing was set in the stars at creation. The timere set for all eight feasts at creation. They
were dishonored in the world before the flood. yiedishonored in the world now before the
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second coming and the fire. But they were honbrseNoah, Abraham, by Lot, by Joseph and
Moses and by the Apostles and especially Paulonder why we haven't been? We’'ll talk
about that later.

They had been established in the beginning by Gddater given to the children of Israel
forever and how does that line up with the 144 €i6iren of the tribes of Israel? We’'ll take a
look at that when we study the 144,000 on a futajpe in this series.

Now, this brings us to a very interesting questigvhen were the feasts changed and by whom?
Daniel 7, verse 25, from the Good News Bible, spepkf the little horn representing the
Roman power:

“He will try to change the religious laws and festis and God’s people will be
under his power for three and a half years.”

Oh, yes, there were more institutions than the &tibihat were wiped out about the same time.
Daniel 7:25 by Moffatt:

“He shall plan to alter the sacred seasons andl#ve and for three and a half
years the saints shall be handed over to him.”

The NIV, Daniel 7:25;

“He will speak great words against the Most Highdasppress His saints and try
to change the set times and the laws.”

Where were the “set times” set? They were seteattion. But, here’s a power that rises itself
up higher and says I'm going to change them. Danhib, the New American Bible:

“He shall speak against the Most High thinking taaoge the feast days and the
law.”

Does that sound unusual to you? Friends, it'stbkadat happened. The King James simply
says:

"He shall think to change times and laws.”

And now we're finding out what times. What does kmplified version say? Look at this,
very clear:

“And he shall speak words against the Most High @ad shall wear out the
saints of the Most High and think to change thesirof sacred feasts and holy
days and the law.”
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And our friends, the Catholic, in the Douay version

“Thinking to change the feast days and the law.”

In the past we have simply said he shall changestiamd laws but under investigation and
honest scrutiny these times have a great deafoifsiance. The Papacy truly changed every
divine institution.

You know, when studying a certain letter as wetggéther and enjoy lectures on the Mark of

the Beast, that letter is often read from Fatherdhn, Priest Enright. | believe he was the first

cardinal for the United States — did a lot of gofmdl,a lot of people, in a lot of ways. But, not

all of his letter is quoted when we read abouttiaek of the beast. But, let’s look at that letter.
Here it comes right up on the screen.

“I have offered, and still offer, $1,000.00 to amgowho can prove to me from thie
Bible alone that | am bound, under grievous sikdep Sunday holy. The churgh
made this law long after the Bible was writtenThe Catholic church abolished
not only the Sabbath but all other Jewish festivals

Well, of course, that's what the Bible said and’hehat has happened. So, whose eight feasts
have been changed and by whom? Our Creator said:

“...these are My feasts...”

Enright said they are Jewish feasts. What do w9@ sGod said:

... [[will] not ... alter the thing that is gone out of mysligPsalm 89:34)

Daniel said the little horn would speak great wavdsof his lips and change the times and laws
of God.

Well, friends, we know who established the feast§&ad did. ...that Paul and his converts kept
the feasts. ...that the prophet Daniel predicteditthe horn will alter them. And we know that
he did. We also know that they had previouslytexisn order for him to have something to
change. Now, what else do we need to know? Wrafart can we get from all this?

Well, the Spirit of Prophecy, Ellen White, come®to rescue Prophets and King9.678:

“In the time of the end every divine institutiortasbe restored. The breach magle
in the law at the time the Sabbath was made by mda,be repaired ...”
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Friends, the Sabbath is only one divine institubomh the others are evidently related to it. Every
divine institution, the Sabbath is one, but all tbst were altered at the same time and by the
same power.

Now, the apostle Paul didn’t live in the time oétand, when these things were to be
reinstituted, but he lived in a time before they baen changed and that’'s why he continued in
the statutes as he did. In fact, | want you tohsme he continues to refer to these festivals an hi
way back to Jerusalem. Let’s continue his trip nde’re in Acts 20 verse 16 and Paul is on
his way back to Jerusalem:

“For Paul had determined to sail by Ephesus...”

...not going to stay there this time.

“...because he would not spend much time in Asiaddhasted, if it were
possible for him, to be at Jerusalem the day oft&=rst.”

...couldn’t spend a lot of time in Ephesus becausedrged to spend Pentecost at Jerusalem.
And did you notice that the Ephesus called in Asiday we call it Asia Minor — sometimes
Asia Minor sometimes the Bible simply calls it Asia

Now, evidently by prior arrangement the apostles decided to gather at Jerusalem during the
feast whenever possible. No doubt to discuss thowmsiness, church progress, church
evangelism, church problems, and to keep the fé¢asisnever they could) together.

You know, there are people today who read a cestaitute and say a person must travel to
Jerusalem to keep the feast. But, in John 4 \26s#4 that question was posed to Christ and
Christ made it clear that the location would nogenbe important. Paul’'s journeys and the
things that he did confirms Christ’s words.

Well, let’s take a look at the map again. You
ready for this? There we see the route from
Jerusalem to Rome only this time Paul is a
prisoner of the Roman government. He was
moved in the night to Caesarea by the coast and
then notice on a little bit north to Sidon and then
across the sea and past the island of Cypress to
Myra — then west to Lycia on the island of Crete.
It is on the island of Crete that he had a problem.
Notice Acts 27:9 and 10 when he says:

the fast was now already past...”

“Now when much time was spent, and when sailingweas dangerous, becausi
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Well, what fast? Oh, he’s referring to a stathis & statute keeper would recognize right away.
And, so, also to the students of the Bible. Thé&3®ible commentary says:

“Evidently the day of atonement on thé"iay of the seventh month.”

Of course, that's the fast he would be referringThe 18' Volume of the Pulpit Commentary
says:

“The great Jewish fast on the Day of Atonement.”

But, you probably figured that already, didn’t yodddw, Paul admonished them and said unto
them, continuing the text:

“Sirs, | perceive that this voyage will be with hur

Well, we're getting into the rough seas of earlyter, after the fast, after tabernacles, in
October. All right, we're going on to Clauda ahén west across the Adrian Sea to Melita and
at Melita is where he had that snake bite that'dlasther him and he healed many persons and
converted the whole island. But, he’s still a pnisr: on north to Syracuse, to Rhegiu, to Puteoli
and, finally, to Rome where Paul died a martyr.

But, friends, had he kept the customs of the Jefaisters? Oh, yes, he did. What did he say
about them? Notice, in Acts 28:17, this takesg@iacRome during his last testimony as a Jew to
Jews. He said:

“I have committed nothing against the customs offathers.”

Now, dear friend of mine, there are a lot of pepptdolars, who use Colossians, Ephesians, and
Galatians to teach that he did. But, Paul saitllteaidn’t and they’re just going to have to face
Paul someday | guess.

Now, | want you to notice the Island of Patmos
where John the Revelator wrote letters to the
Asian churches because it’s in this area that an
argument soon developed between these very
churches and the Church of Rome. Patmos there
on your screen is underlined in yellow and the
seven churches in Asia; they are at the end of each
black line. And once again, sometimes these
churches are referred to as Asia Minor and they
received letters from John the Revelator while he
was a prisoner on the penal colony of Patmos.
We’'ll soon see the horrors that developed between
the church of Rome and those little churches. Adreors, problems, the tribulations, the Roman
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government law actually came into existence oventtry statutes that we've been studying.
And, you know, you and | are about to read somg gesvocative history. We’re going to get
into some things from ancient manuscripts thaigafag to be very revealing but very
surprising.

But, for now, let’s just look at a recap of somdlad things we have already learned together
before moving on.

First we see three categories of law — the
sacrificial or ceremonial laws, the statutes, and
judgments that we’ve been looking at for awhile.
Three Categories of the Law Praise God for the Ten Commandments that
have kept us out of a lot of trouble.

1. The sacrificial (Ceremonial) Laws

1. The Statutes & Judgments

3. The Ten Commandments

The Appointed Times: (Mo'eds)

Established at Creation

Honored by Patriarchs

We’'ve also looked at the appointed times. An Established again at Sinai
we saw that they were established at creation,
honored by the patriarchs, reestablished at
Mount Sinai, honored by the apostles.

Honored by the Apostles

But, once again, what did Ellen White mean whensshe the festival of the Jews is past away
forever? How does that compare with all the thiwgs/e been reading? Does she really
contradict the witness of the apostle Paul? Dbegaally contradict the promise of Christ to
keep the Passover with his friends in heaven?| @n't think so.

And, what about the very next century after PaWlfaat really did develop between Rome and
the churches of Asia? Believe me, friends, this geore and more exciting as we look deeper
and discover things from old manuscripts of Bilhd af history. Oh, we’re soon going on an
adventure. I'm very anxious to get into the nextet. | think you can just hear it that I'm just
ready to go.

Well, we've had a good hour together, though, ama gan only handle so much at a time. If
you need to push the pause button and go backepeat; just do it — before you get into the
next adventure.

Our Heavenly Father, we’re so thankful that Youbeen with us. You've been kind to us.
You've shown us some things perhaps most of usrtibeeen seen or thought about. Oh, God,
we do pray that we be a part of the Elijah messaye.pray, God, that You will help us to see
all that we should see and be a part of the vatiyituals who will help restore the divine
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institutions that were removed when the Sabbathokasged. Bless us with these thoughts as
we continue in our studies. Amen.
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